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Tri an

Bin thao cua tiéu sir ndy duoc phét trién tir hai chuong
II va III trong quyén sach cua toi: Lich st dao Cao Pai
thoi ky tiém an 1920-1926 (Hué: Nxb Thuan héa, 1996).

T6i mang on cac moén sanh Chiéu Minh d3 xuit ban
quyén Lich sir quan phii Ng6 Vin Chiéu (Sai Gon: 1962),
nhd d6 t6i ¢6 duoc dir liéu kha tin vé vi dé tir Cao Dai dau
tién.

T6i biét on Co quan Pho thong Gido 1y Pai dao di an
hanh Lich su daq Cao Dai (quyén 1, Ha Noi: Nxb Ton
giao, 2005) vi cuon sach that sy c{)ng hién nhiéu dir kién
lich st trude day chua ting cong bo.

T61 xin bay to long cam kich sau sac di v6i hién huynh
Lé Quang Minh kinh mén vi da hét 1ong va than trong
nhuan sac ban tiéng Anh do toi chuyén ngit, nho thé t6i c6
thé an tdm 4n hanh.

Day la mon qua cua cha t61, Thién Tam Lé Ngoc Luu
(Minh Lwu), m6n sanh Chi€u Minh. Thay mat than phuy,
to1 tran trong kinh gdé1 tip ti€u su song nglr nay dén quy
ban doc.

Phat dan 2008

Hué Khai



NGO VAN CHIEU
NGUOI MON BE CAO PAI DAU TIEN

Nam 1920 (Canh Than) buc qu bai khéi sy hoa do
cac tong do, lap nén hang mon dé tién phong, khai son pha
thach, mé ra m@t th gi{lo moi tai Viét Nam. Thoi ky hoa
do cac tong d6 dién tién trong khoang sau nam (1920-
1926), gom hai giai doan:

- Nam 1920 (Canh Thén), Btrc Cao Dai trude tién chon
tién boi Ngd Van Chiéu, nguoi s€ xay dung nén tang vo vi
hay nd1 gido tam truyén (esotericism).

- Nam 1925 (At Stru), Bl Cao Dai hoa d6 nhom Cao-
Pham, veé sau goi la nhom pho do, nhfmg vi s€ xdy dung
nén tang pho do hay ngoai giao cong truyén (exotericism).
l. THAN THE TIEN BOI NGO VAN CHIEU (1878-1932)
Moén d6 dau tién cua buc Cao bai la tién bdi Ngo Vin
Chiéu, thuong dugc bict qua dao hi€éu Ngoé Minh Chiéu.

1. Thoi tho 4u

Tién bdi Ngbé Van Chiéu 1a con duy nhét cia mot gia
dinh lao dong thanh bach. Than phy la 6ng Ngé Van
Xuan. Thén mau 1a ba Ladm Thi Quy (1858-1919), cling
goi Lam Thi‘ Tiép, nguoi quan Binh Tay, tinh Cho Lon.
Song than tién boi cung lam cong cho mdt nha may xay
lta & Binh Tay.
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Tién bdi sinh tai qué me, ngay 07-01 Mau Dan (tht Sau
08-02-1878, nhung trén gidy cin cudc ghi ngay 28-02-
1878).

Tién bdi chao doi trong mot mai nha nho, chung quanh
day sinh lay, nam phia sau chua Quan dé, tuc goi chua
Ong, cat nam 1873 (Quy Dau), ¢ s6 1, duong Chua, sau
do6i 1a sb 242 duong L€ Quang Liém, hién nay la dinh
Binh An, s6 242 dudng Tran Vin Kiéu, phuong 3, quén 6.

Khi duogc sau tudi, vi song than ra Ha NOi muu sinh,
tién bdi duge dua vé lang Diéu Hoa, téng Thuan Tri, tinh
M§ Tho, sdng véi ba Ngo Thi Pay, em doc nhit cia than
phu tién bbi. Chii Phu (chdng ba Pay) 1a Hoa kiéu, ban
thudc bic va cdy van. Hai ong ba khong con, sin 1ong nudi
chau, cho di hoc nam chau 1én muoi.

Nam muoi hai tudi, nho su gitp d& cia doc phu st Lé
Cong Xiing (1853-1920), cong chirc Toa B tinh My Tho
(Inspection de My Tho), tién bdi lam don xin hoc ndi tra
college le Myre de Vilers. Truong nay nguyén la college
de My Tho thanh lap ngay 17-01-1879, dén ngay 14-6-
1881 thi doi tén thanh collége le Myre de Vilers. Tlr ndm
1953 d6i tén thanh trung hoc Nguyén Pinh Chiéu cho t&i
nay.'"

V& sau, tién bdi 1én Sai Gon, hoc tiép o college
Chasseloup-Laubat. Truong nay thanh lap ngay 14-11-
1874, 1an luot doi tén 1a lycée Chasseloup-Laubat (1928),
lycée Jean Jacques Rousseau (1958), va sau cung la
truong trung hoc Lé Quy Pon (1966 cho téi nay).”

Nim hai muoi mdt tudi, tién bdi dau bang thanh chung
(diplome d’études primaires supérieures), va bat dau

' Xem Phu luc 1, tr. 37.
? Xem Phu luc 2, tr. 37
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quang doi cong chirc tr nam 1899.

Nghién ciru tiéu sir tién bdi Ngo Van Chiéu, Gido su
Ralph Bernard Smith (truong Nghién ctru phuong DBong
va chau Phi, Vién dai hoc London) ’nhé,n xét: “Anh hwa’ng
van hoa va tin nguéng Viet Nam tat yeu da tac dong dén
doi séng ciia éng nhiéu hon la vén Tay hoc.” ¥

2. Doi cong chire (1899-1931)

C6 thé tom té‘g doi cong chirc cua tién bdi Ngd Vian
Chiéu qua nién biéu sau:

23-3-1899: Lam thu ky tap su (éleve secrétaire) tai So
Tén dao (Service de I'Immigration) & Sai Gon, mirc luong
200 dong.®

14-7-1901: Thang lén ngach ph6 thu ky hang ba
(secretaire auxiliaire de 3e classe) tai So Tan dao, murc
luong 250 dong. (Pho thu ky c6 ba hang.)

01-01-1903: Sang 1am viéc & Phu Thong doc Nam Ky,
thoi Thong doc Frangois Pierre Rodier. Khi tién boi Ngo
Van Chiéu roi khoi Phu Thong doc (thang 4-1909) thi
Quyén Théng ddc Nam Ky 1a Ernest Antoine Outrey.”

[4-7-1904: Thang 1én ngach phé thu ky hang nhi
(secrétaire auxiliaire de 2e classe) tai Phi Thong doc Nam
Ky, mtrc lwong 300 dong.

14-7-1908: Thang lén ngach pho thu ky hang nh:élt
(secrétaire auxiliaire de ler classe) tai Phu Thong doc
Nam Ky, mtrc luong 480 dong.

*R.B. Smith, “An introduction to Caodaism”, BSOAS. University
of London, Vol. XXXIII, Part 2, 1970, p. 338.

* Tan ddo ¥%E): méi dén. So Tan dao 1a s quan 1y nhimng nguoi
vira nhdp canh, ngay nay goi la sé di tr, s& quan ly nhép canh.
> Xem Phy lyc 3, tr. 38.
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01-5-1909: Lam thu ky Toa Bé tinh Tan An (Inspection
de Tan An). C6 rudc me theo d€ phung dudng.

14-7-1910: Thang 1én ngach chanh thu ky hang ba
(secrétaire titulaire de 3e classe) tai Toa B6 tinh Tan An,
muc luong 540 dong. (Cling nhu pho thu ky, ngach chanh
thu ky co6 ba hang.)

01-01-1913: Thang 1én ngach chanh thu ky hang nhi
(secrétaire titulaire de 2e classe) tai Toa B6 tinh Tan An,
muc luong 600 dong.

01-01-1916: Thang 1én ngach chanh thu ky hang nhat
(secretaire titulaire de ler classe) tai Toa B6 tinh Tan An,
muc luong 660 dong. Con ba ndm nira s€ thang lén ngach
thw ky ngoai hang hay thuong hang (secrétaire
surnuméraire), nhung tién boi da thi chuyén sang ngach tri
huyén.

01-01-1917: Thi dau ngach tri huyén hang nhi (huyén
de 2e classe), van lam viéc tai Toa Bo6 tinh Tan An. (Tri
huyén c6 hai hang.)

15-11-1919: Than mau tir tran.

01-3-1920: Chuyén di lam viéc & tinh HéNTién sau khi
man tuan ba nhat (mot tram ngay) cua than mau.

14-7-1920: Thang 1én ngach tri huyén hang nhat (huyén
de ler classe), muc luong khoang 1.222 dong.

S “Nhitng nam khodng truée 1925, truong cao dang day ludt va
hanh chanh o Ha Noi (école supérieure de droit et
d’administration) chwa dao tao va cung cdp di nguoi ding, thi
chike huyén ciing dwoc tuyén chon trong hang tho ky sodi phii
[Phit Thong déc Nam Ky ldu ndm, nhung bdt budc nhing
nguoi ndy phdi qua hai ky thi dé lira.” D6 1a (a) examen de
culture générale, khao vé hoc luc phd thong; (b) concours
professionnel, khao vé chuyén nghiép va kha niang. (Vuong
Hong Sén, Hon nira doi hw. Nxb Tp.[SAI GON], 1992, tr. 234.)
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26-10-1920: i 1am chu quan Pha Qudc.

01-01-1924: Thang 1én ngach tri phu hang nhi (phu de
2e classe), muc lwong 1.672 dong. (Ciing nhu tri huyén,
ngach tri pha c¢6 hai hang. Tri phi thap hon ngach doc phu
su.)

29-7-1924: Roi quan Phu Qudc vé Sai Gon. Tro lai lam
viéc & Phu Thong dbc, thoi Théng ddc Auguste Tholance,
va cong tac & phong nhi (2e bureau).

Phi Théng ddc co6 bon phong (tai liéu nim 1888).
Riéng phong nhi phu trach viéc thuong mai, c6 nhiém vu:
“Chuyén vé cong viéc cau dwong, nha cira, ciing cdc s
coi viéc. Chiu gidy lam gid cd. Gidy hiép dong, lanh bién
vdt hang cung cong viéc lam. Suy tinh, lam gidy lanh tién
vé do ding cung cong viéc lam. Cdc kho dur trit, cap phat
vit hang. D6 ding xiea ciing do cong nhu cho cac phong.
Viéc dwong sa. Phdn dwong 19, ldy muc cat nha, muyc

duong. Xét don by so vat hang, cung bo s6 cong viéc
lam.” 7

Nhu viy, tién bdi Ngd Vian Chiéu chi 1a cong chic
hanh chanh (dan su). C6 sach ngd nhan rang phong nhi &
Phu Théng ddc 1a co quan mat vy, gé)m cac “linh kin”, la
mot noi chuyén bit bg, didu tra, tra tin... cia thuc dan
Phap, tuc 1a service de la slireté ma thoi xua nguoi Viét
g0i 12 s liém phong hay s liém phong.®® (Thuc ra, phong
nhi 1a co quan bén quan doi, chuyén bao cio cho bd chi
huy biét tinh hinh va kha nang hoat dong cua quan dich,
chiu trach nhiém vé cac hoat dong tinh bao va chién tranh
tam ly, thu nhat tin trc tinh béo, nghién ctru cac hoat dong
cua nghia binh va quan du kich, v.v.).

" Paulus Cua, Sdch quan ché, 1888, tr. 13.
¥ Nguyén Dinh Dién, Tir dién Cong gido Anh-Viét. Ha Noi: Nxb
Ton gido, 2002, “Caodaism”, tr. 103.
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01-7-1926: Thang 1én ngach tri phii hang nhét (phu de
ler classe), muc luong 1.933 dong. Cao hon ngach tri phi
1a d6c phu s, thuong goi tit 1a déc phi.®

Thang 12-1931: V& tinh Can Tho dudng binh, nghi viéc
han va roi khéi Phu Thong déc. Bay g0 Eugéne Henri
Eutrope dang lam quyén thong doc Nam Ky lan tha hai
trong luc Thong ddc Jean Félix Krautheimer vang mat.'?

Céc sach thuong khong ghi rd ngay tién bdi Ngbd Vin
Chiéu nghi viéc. Nhung c6 thé xac dinh 1a khong thé sém
hon thang 12-1931, béi 1& theo hdi ky cia Vuong Hong
Sén, dé thi lén ngach tri huyén, ong Sén da thi ky concours
professionnel ngay 01-12-1931, ma chu khao 1a Estebe,
tham bién chu tinh Tan An, va giam thi ky thi viét 1a tién
bbi Ngo Vian Chiéu.'"

Duoi thoi thudce dia, tuy dugc nguoi dan trong xa hoi
kinh trong goi 1a “quan”, nhung tién bdi Ngo Vin Chiéu
chang lay thé lam vinh. Xuat than tir chd han vi, tién bdi
san ¢ long lan tuat ddi v6i ké ngheéo khod chung quanh,
khong lay dia vi xa hoi lam phuong tién vo vét dong baio.

pé gilt dirc thanh liém, dudng long chanh tryc, tién boi
1udn khép minh vao nguyén tic Nhit hao vé pham (khong
phai 1 tién ciia minh thi du chi 1d mdt hao ciing khong
chiém doat). Cai ma doi goi 1a “quan huyén, quan phu”,

Vé cac ngach thu ky, tri huyén, tri phi va dc phu st, xem:
Paulus Cua, Sdach quan ché, 1888, tr. 15.

V& cac ky thi thing trat va muc luong cua tién bdi Ngo Vin
Chiéu, xem: Co quan Phé thong Giao ly Pai dao, Lich su dao
Cao Pai. Quyén 1, Nxb Tén giao, 2005, tr. 352. Riéng mirc
luong ngach tri huyén hang nhi (1917) va hang nhat (1920) thi
khong doc dugce 16 con s6 trén anh chup minh hoa.

10 Xem Phu lyc 4, tr. 39.
"' Vuong Hong Sén, Hon nira doi hw, 1992, tr. 240.
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tién bdi coi nhu mot nghé nghiép, de muu sinh qua ngay.
Trong cau chuyén vai ban, c¢6 lan tién bbi néi: “la bolée de
riz administrative” — chén com hanh chanh."'” May chir
tiéng Phap van tat éy da phan anh phan nao thai do cua
tién bdi dbi v4i nghé nghiép, khong ban long voi moi phi
quy, ba vinh hoa, mic du tién bdi c6 sin hoan canh dé thy
huong.

Tién bdi chon mot nép sdng kin dao, dé dit, khong dé
dinh liu vao cac vu chinh tri ciing nhu khong dé chinh
quyén thudc dia lg1 dung ma di nguoc lai voi loi ich d@)ng
bao. Lam thu ky ¢ Sai Gon, dong luong khong dii phung
dudng cha me, nudi thén va ca gia dinh, ban dém tién bdi
phai day kém tleng Phap cho nguoi Hoa; nguoi ban doi
clia tién bdi 1anh ndu com thang cho mét s6 thu ky dong
s& voi chong.

Nhitng nam lam chd quén, tién bdi cham viéc hanh
chanh, thuong hay nang d& nguoi dan ban han co khé, dic
biét la may nguoi ngheo vi nghich canh nén vuéng vong
tu Q1. Tién bdi cang dugc long dan dia phuong thi chinh
quyén thudc dia cang khong hai long, cang dé tim ngo
vuc. Do cling 1a 1y do khién cho trong phtic trinh “Le
Caodaisme” (Tay Ninh, 01-01-1932), thanh tra Lalaurette
chang ngan ngai chi trich tlen bbi Ngé Van Chiéu khong
biét tan tuy voi chinh quyen thuoc dia & Nam Ky. Viéc
lién tiép thuyén chuyén tién bdi di nhitng noi xa x6i nhu
Ha Tién va Phti Qudc, co 1& ciing 1a bién phap hanh chanh
dé tri mot cong chirc ma Phap khong hai 1ong, vi khong ép
budc duge nguoi 4y tré thanh tay sai cua thue dan.

3. Gia canh

Pang 1am thu ky ¢ Sai Gon (khoang nam 1903), tién

2 Pdng Tan, Lich sir Cao Padi. Quyén I. Sai Gon, 1967, tr. 129.
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b01 Ngo6 Van Chiéu dugc dbc phu sa Lé Cong Xing yéu
mén, mudn chon 1am khach dong sang, cho du gia thé hai
nha chénh léch qua nhiéu. Theo 10i khuyén cua cb 1a ba
Ngb Thi Pay, tién bdi khéo 1éo tir ta. V& sau tién bdi két
hon v6i mot thiéu nit md coi, tén 1a Bui Thi Than (1879-
1955), nguoi lang Thanh Tri (My Tho), dam dang, duc
hanh, buén ban nho tai chg My Tho. Nhitng nam tlen bdi
bi thuyén chuyen di cac noi, ba thuong xuyén song xa
chdng, thay chong nudi day con cai chu déo.

Ba sinh chin lan. Hai ngudi con gai dau 1a Ngo Thi Ngit
(chao doi tai My Tho, duoc nim ngay thi mat), va Ngo
Thi Hong (sinh va mat tai Sai Gon niam ba tudi). Bay
nguoi con ké tlep déu sanh tai Tan An, 1an luot 14 hai gai:
Ngb Thi Yén Ngoc, tic Loi (sinh nim 1904), Ngo Thi
Nguyét (sinh ngay 27-5-1906); va nam trai: Ngd Van
Nhut (sinh ngay 10-9-1908), Ng6 Van Tinh (sinh ngay 20-
11-1910), Ngé Tuong Van (sinh ngay 01-9-1913), Ngo
Thanh Phong (sinh ngay 15-11-1915), Ng6 Khai Minh
(sinh ngay 09-9-1920).

Tién bdi khong giau, dong con, nhung duge yén tam tu
hanh, khong bi canh thé thiang tr phuoc khao ddo, di nhién
nhd co cong lao giup d& cua ba, tuy tham lang, nhung
khong phai nho. Ba ta thé ngay 30-12-1955 tai Tan An.

Nam 1909 (Ky Dau), doi vé tinh Tan An, tién bdi mudn
nha & bd séng, gan chia Quan thanh. Biy gid chi c¢6 than
mau vé ¢ chung, than phuy séng tai Sai Gon véi thir that.">

1 Lich sir quan phii Ngé Vin Chiéu. Sai Gon: 1962, tr. 15.

Ngay 04-9-1946 huong chiic lang Loi Binh Nhon, tong Hung
Long, tinh Tan An c6 chimg thuc 6ng Ngbé Vin Xuédn chét tai
lang nay, nhung khong co s6 khai tir tai lang. (Co quan Phd
thong Gido 1y, Lich sir dao Cao Pai. Quyén 1, tr. 53, cudc cha
15.)
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Sau ndy tién boi mua mot can nha 14 & Tan An, gia sau
muoi dong, trén dat thué, s6 31 duong Lagrange, xa Binh
Lap (nay ¢ s6 27 duong Phan Dinh Phung, thi xa Tan An,
tinh Long An). Lan hoi, tién boi cho cat lai, lgp ngoi.

Nam 1920 (Canh Thén) tién bdi d6i di tinh Ha Tién, rdi
ra dao Phu Quoc, vo con van ¢ lai tinh Tan An. Nam 1924
(Giap Ty) tréd veé Sai Gon, tién boi tro tai khach san Ba
Hué Lau BTE4&, duong Pellerin (nay 1a Pasteur) roi thay
d6i chd tro nhiéu lan.

Subt mudi hai nam cubi doi, tién b01 song ly gia cat ai,
vi day la giai doan Buc Cao Dai day tién boi tu thién. Tuy
thé, tién boi van lo tron bon phan véi gia dinh: hang thang
trich lwong chu cép cho vo con, lo danh dum tién stra nha
0 Tan An.

Tién bdi hay nho nhitng ngudi nghéo trong x6m dén
lam giup vai chuyén 1at vat, roi tra cong hau hi. D6 1a cach
té nhi, khéo 1éo che giau sy trg giip cua minh.

X kién trong dia phuong, tién bdi rat thanh liém, cong
binh. No6i vé té nan kién cao, ca dao Viét Nam c6 cau :

Con kién ma kién cu khoai,

Kién di kién lai da hai nam tron.

Bay gio kien da co con,

Cu khoai moc mong van con kién nhau.

Thira hiéu cai hai cho ca hai bén nguyén cdo va bj céo
néu bi nha lai lgi dung, do do tién boi thuong khuyén giai
va xu hoa cac vu lat vat. Nhirng ai ngheo, c6 the, bi ap buc
déu dugc tién boi gitp.

Tai tinh Tan An, tién boi timg than hanh dén lang Thai
Binh, tong Moc Hoéa de diéu tra vu an huong chu Huong
ngg sat thg cay Vang r0i théng dong véi mot cai tong hau
chay t6i. Vu an bi x&p lai qua hai doi chu quan, nho tién
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bdi cong minh, hwong chiit Hwong phai nhan tdi.

Mot ké trom bi tu, phai di kéo quat trong dinh quéan. Y
khoc 16¢ xin tién bdi cho vé nha lo ma chay cha. Pong
1ong thuong ké hiéu, tién béi chap thuan. Ba ngdy sau, toi
nhan da trd lai ndp minh dung hen.

C6 lan trom dang tim cach 1én vao nha tién bdi thi bi
linh tudn bat. Sau khi 6n ton ma nghiém nghi giai thich
dleu hon 18 thiét, khuyén y cai ac tung thién, tién bdi cho
tién roi tha vé.

Véi ngudi ngoai tién bdi rat khoan thir, nhung voi con
lai rt nghiém. Khi con con bé, c¢6 lan phan nan cha hay bd
thi rong rai cho nguoi dung ma it chiu cho con tién tiéu
vat. Tién bdi on ton giai thich: “Cac con di c6 com no, 40
quan lanh 13n, con doi héi gi nita? Ba nudi nguoi ban khd
12 dé danh dic lai cho cac con d6.”

Day con, tién bdi thuong nhic cau Quan nhat thoi, dan
van dai B —%, BREM (Lam quan mot luc, 1am dan

muédn doi), hoac Thuyén doi ché bén khong_doi, ngu y
khuyén cac con dung y thé cha 1a cha quén rdi lam qudy.
C6 1an cdu bé thir nam 1a Ngé Van Nhut cing 1 tré tinh
nghich rd nhau an trom dua. C4 dam bi bat. Tién bdi ra
1énh tha hét con ngudi khac, riéng con minh van bj gitr lai
toi chiéu toi.

Tién bdi rat tiét kiem. Ngay 12-10-1924, dang lam viéc
& Sai Gon, tién bdi goi thu vé Tan An cho hai con gai
(Ng6 Thi Yén Ngoc va Ngb Thi Nguyét), dan nhip lai
quan 4o cii cua tién bdi dé mic tiép. Tién bdi khuyén con:
“Phdai biét tién tang [tan] ma & doi cho khdi tiéng xdu ho.
Ao vdi ma no bung khoi bi ai kéu réo doi no la 16t trong
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doi.” Y

Nhiing nét phac hoa vé than thé tién bdi Ngé Vin
Chiéu nhu trén cho thay vé phuong dién dao lam nguoi,
doi voi gia dinh, xa hdi, dong bao, tién bdi da la tam
guong tron ven. Ngudi cong chirc nhan hdu nay da chap
nhan cudc song binh di, nhung lai vron 1én khoi cho tam
thuong cua thoi tuc.

V61 nhitng dac tinh nhu vay, tién bdi di c6 sdn moi
dicu kién thuan lgi d€ hudng vao cudc song tu hanh, nham
vao muc dich giai thoat cho kiép nguoi khoi vong luan hoi
sanh to. Nhung mai dén ndm bon muoi ba tudi (1921) tién
boi mai bude vao duong dao, dugce sy truc tiép diu dat cua
buc Cao bai qua co but.

Il. CON BUGNG DEN VGI BUC CAO PAI

1. Nhan duyén véi cac dan tién

Xu huéng tin ngudng cia tién bdi Ngo Vian Chiéu sém
boc 16 tur budi au tho. Nha duong tién boi tai My Tho co
1ap trang tho DPlrc Quan thanh, do do tién boi quen dan véi
viéc cung kinh va tung kinh Minh thanh BAEE#E hang

ngdy. Quyén kinh moéng nay thudc loai thién thu HE
(kinh day lam lanh lanh di) cua dao Léo, do Birc Quan
thanh giang co vao doi Thanh (Trung Qudc), duoc phod
bien & Nam Ky qua nhi€u nhan dé va ban dich khac
nhau."”

Ngoai ra tién bdi con an chay méi thang hai ky soc
vong (mung 1 va 15 am lich). Mai dén ndm 1920 (Canh

' Co quan Pho thong Gido 1y, Lich sir dao Cao Pai. Quyén 1, tr.
56.

15 V& kinh Minh thanh, xem thém: Lé Anh Diing, Quan thanh xua
va nay. Ha Noi: Nxb Van hoa - Thong tin, 1995.
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Than), lac & dao Phu Qudc, vang theo 10i day cta Pirc
Cao Dai, tién bdi moi thoi tung kinh Minh thanh, chuyén
sang tu thién.

O tudi d6i muoi tién bdi di tin ¢ co but. Trudce khi gip
dao Cao Dai tién bdi nhiéu 1an hau dan tién do nhiing nhan
duyén khac nhau.

Nam 1902 (Nham Dﬁn), muén ciu tho cho than mau,
tién bdi dén hau dan Minh Thién (tai Thanh An tu) ¢ tinh
Tha Dau Mot. Mot 6ng tién ban cho tién bdi bai tho that
ngon tir tuyéet.

Nim 1917 (Pinh Ty), vi thin mau dang dau nhiéu, tién
bbi tim dan Hiép Minh & Cai Khé, tinh Can Tho."'® Pén
noi thi dan da l1ap, dong tir dang tiép dién thiéng liéng.
Tién bdi phai & bén ngoai. Nao ngd tién gia gd co cho
phép tién bdi vao hau, ban cho bai thudc va hai bai tho.
Bai tho thir nhat dai mudi cau luc bat:

Troi con song bién déu con,

Khdp xem c¢6i dwdi mii non dwom nhuan.
Thanh minh trong tiét vieon xudn,

Phung chau, hac miia, ga rirng gdy reo.
Duwong di trén nui duoi deo,

Léng tim cao thdp di tréo chéng gai.
Phdn lam con thdo ha nai,

Biét phwong tién phdt bong lai ma tim.
Xem qua xét lai 6 kim,

Mot bau troi dat thanh liém chin muoi.

Sau nay, ¢ 1& tuan hanh 10i day cua thiéng liéng, tién
bbi ndi tiép thém bdn cau nira, dé dung 1am 16i khan khi

' Sau khi chiém Mién Tay Nam Ky (1867) thyc dan Phép cit tinh
An Giang thanh sau tinh nhé: Bac Liéu, Can Tho, Chéau Doc,
Long Xuyén, Sa Péc, va Séc Trang.
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cau co:

Vang trau ngoc chudt cang tuoi,

Bén long theo Phdt cho ngudi xét suy.

Than tién von chcfng xa chi,

Co long chiém nguong nhut thi giang linh.

Nam 1919 (Ky Mui), vi than miu dau nhiéu, tién bbi

trd lai dan Hi€p Minh, nhung tién gia chi ban cho bai tho
dai chir khong cho thudc. Sau d6 tién bdi tim dén dan
Minh Thién & tinh Tha Dau Mét, dugc Pirc Quan thanh
ban cho mot bai that ngoén tir tuyét nhung khong cho
thudc. Cubi nam nay than mau tién bdi ta thé.

2. Nghe hong danh Cao Pai lan thir nhit (1920)

Tru6e khi chuyén di tinh Ha Tién, khoang thang 1 hay
2 nam 1920 (Ky Mui), tién béi thuong 1ap dan cau co tai
tinh Tan An cung cac ong PBoan Vian Klm (1868- 1946~)
huong bo L& Kién Tho (1868-1946), thay gido Nguyen
Van Van (1893-1981), nha gido kiém soan gia Tran Phong
Séc (1873-1928). Ong Sac la m@t nha nho hiru daph, ‘hf)i
ay da duogc khach Luc chau bi€t t€n qua cac mot so tudng
hat va nhi¢u ban dich truyén Tau nhu Pgi Minh hong vo
(1907), Anh hung ndo tam mon giai (1907)...

Phén sy cac 6ng trong nhitng budi 1ap dan tién nhu sau:

- Phép dan: Tran Phong Séc (v& bua dé tran dan, ngin
can ta quai xam nhép dan co).

- Pong nir Gm: L& Kién Tho. Pong ti duong: Nguyén
Van Van. (Hai nguoi cung thu co, bon ban tay gitr dai
ngoc co viét chit trén mat ban.)

- Dién ky: Poan Vin Kim (ghi chép 10i day nhan duoc
qua phuong tién co but va dong tur).

- Dgc gia: Ng6 Van Chiéu (nhin ngon co viét chir trén
mat ban va doc ra tiéng dé cho dién ky ghi chép).
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Trong mot budi 1ap dan tai nha tién bdi Ngd Van Chiéu,
khi doc bai cau co dén cau Ngii chon buu khi lam tran
the... thi co gd manh xuong ban, mot dang xung danh Cao
Dai Tién ong SE{L%, bao phap dan sira lai ciu nay.
Ong Sic khong chiu tuan theo. Tién 6ng bao tién bdi Ngo
Van Chiéu sua. Tién boi doi lai 1a Buu chon ngii khi lam
tran thé BE AR EEEM. Tién ong gd co khen.

Khong o Cao Dai Tién 6ng la déng nao, cac vi bach,
xin cho biét lai lich. Tién ong tra 1oi:
Cao Pai ung hoa theo long chung sanh,
Do ai biét dwoc cai danh Cao Dai.

Céc bai ciu co thinh tién luu truyén trong dan gian
thudng co vai di ban. Chang han, ngoai quyén Van phdp

quy tong BIEFRR cia dao Lio Trung Qudc truyén sang
Viét Nam, bai ciu co ¢ nha tién béi Ngo Van Chiéu ciing
c6 trong quyén Than chii thinh tién (Sai Gon: nha in Phat
Toéan, 1907, tr. 3-4), ma La Thanh Pam tu Mo Tan (tho ky
nha Doan) goi 1a Bai thinh tién so thinh (dai 46 cau), trong
d6 cau 9 in 13 Ngoc chon biu khi ldm trin thé

FTEHERREL.

3. Nghe hong danh Cao Dai lan thir hai (1920)

Xong tuan ba nhat (mdt trim ngdy) cta than mau, ngay
thir Hai 01-3-1920 (11-01 Canh Thén) tién bdi Ngo Vin
Chiéu dbi ra tinh Ha Tién. O @0, tién bdi thuong 1én nai
Thach Dong cau tién. Mot vi tién c¢6 xung danh Ngo Kim
Lién ban cho tién bdi hai vé tho, ngu ¥ khuyén tu:

Vang vang nhan kéu ban giita thu,
Rang troi ciing ddt van xa mit.

Non tay ngoanh lai dwong gai goc,
Gdng chi cho thanh buc triong phu.
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Ngdn ngan trang t6 giva troi thu,
Cdi canh Tay phuwong van mit mu.
Mt tuc nao ai tréng thay ddy,

Ldm céng trinh méi diing céng phu.

_bém trung thu ndm Canh Théan (Chu Nhat 26-9-1920),
tién boi cung cac 6ng Cao Van Sy, Nguyén Thanh Diéu
l1ap dan tai nha 6ng Lam Tan Duc. Tién 6ng ban cho bon
cau tho vira xung danh vira diém danh nhu sau:

Cao Dai minh nguyét Ngb Van Chiéu,
Linh lung van hoc thé Quan, Diéu.

Vo tham Sy, DBuc nhiém ngao ’du, ’
Bich thuy, thanh son twong doi tiéu.

Chua biét Quan (Quang?) l1a ai. Diéu va Sy thi da r6.
Riéng Lam Tan Dtc (1866-1934, ty Hiru Lan, khong con)
la anh rgét cua Lém Tan Thoai, va 6ng Thoai ’lél cha cua
Dong H6 Lam Tan Phéc (1906-1969), danh si dat Ha Tién.

4. Tho phap (1921)

Thar Ba 26-10-1920 (15-9 Canh Than), tién boi Ngd
Van Chiéu doi ra ddo Phu Quoc.

\{é hon dao nay, Pong Ho cho biét: “O Phii Quécphdn
nhiéu la con gilt dwgc cai phong tuc, cdi dirc tinh co thoi,
1o la xa hoi ‘gia vo bé ho’. Nha o khong bao gio c6 lam
cura. Nhitng nha hao phi. muon lam cua la cho tot coi cho
ban dem ciing van khong khoa. Cua bo ngo ma khong bao
gio ¢6 ké trom.” 17

Tai hon dao nay, tién boi thuong lap dan cau tién trén
nti Duong Bong. Ban dugc lap & mot Phat duong cua dao
Minh Su, tuc goi 1a chua Quan Am, cach dinh quéan chung
500 mét.

" Pong Ho, “Tham ddo Phii Quéc”, Nam Phong tap chi. S 124,
nam 1927, tr. 545.
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Pong H6 Lam Téan Phac ta chia Quan Am nhu sau:
“Chua cat trén tuyét dinh, trucc mat thi co nui cao binh
dn, sau lung thi cé bién réng hoanh triéu, rdt dwoc thé
non nuoc. Twong da rao tre quanh co, cdc thuw nhan hoa
6 thu, u do thanh tinh vé cung.” (%)

Chua cta Minh Su dugc goi 1a Phat duong. Do khong
hiéu, cac bao cdo cua mat tham, thanh tra thyc dan Phap
thuong goi 1am Minh Su 1a “dao Phat duong”. Chua Quan
Am ciing goi Quan Am Phat dudng, thudc tong Hoang Té.

Cubi nam 1920 (Canh Thédn), mot tién 6ng an danh
giang dan, day rang néu tién boi thuin lam dé tur thi tién
ong s& vui long truyén dao. Tién Ong con dan hay ngung
tung kinh Minh thanh. Dén luc ay, tién boi van gitr I¢ an
chay moi thang hai ky vao cac ngay soc, vong. Cho nén
khi tién 6ng day moi thang an chay muoi ngay dé du diéu
kién tho phép tu thién, tién boi khong khai e ngai viéc doi
rang budc, s€ kho gitr tron trai gioi.

Mung 1 Tét Tan Dau (thir Ba 08-02-1921), tai chua
Quan Am, tién boi chua kip giai bay thi tién ong ra linh:
“Chiéu, tam nién truong trai.” Thé la tién boi chi con biét
vang 101, cau xin ti€én 6ng ho tri.

Cac mon sanh Cao Pai Chiéu Minh hoc theo phép tu
thién cua tién boi Ngdé Van Chiéu da chon mung 1 Tét
hang nam dé ky niém ngay tién boi truong trai tho phap.
Ba ngay ky ni¢m khac la:

- 07 thang 01: ky niém sinh nhét.

- 05 thang 3: ky niém ngay hién dao tai thé.

- 13 thang 3: ky niém ngay quy thién.

Sau mung 1 Tét ndm Ay, tién bdi tu hoc thién phap véi

'8 Pong HO, “Tham ddo Phii Quéc”, tr. 545.
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tién ong an danh. Ngoai viéc tryc tiép hoc dao voi1 vi su
phu v6 hinh, tién bdi con c6 mdt vi thién tri thirc 1am ban
dao, dé trg duyén trong budi so co. Vi thién tri thirc do la
Thai 130 su Tung Ngac, mot churc sic cao trong cua dao
Minh Su, mot vi so trudng vé thién phap.

Trong mdt dan co tai tu vién Minh Buc (Viing Tau) vao
tht Nam 13-3-1980 (27-01 Canh Than) Dai tién Ngob
Minh Chiéu nhéc lai su kién nay nhu sau: “Budi dau Tién
huynh dwoc Thwong dé chon lam mon d¢ dau tién. Pirc Tir
phu tiy theo cdn co va sy song, tudi tac cia Tién huynh
ma cho ngwoi dan ddt mét phwong phdp cong phu tu
luyén, mdc dau da c6 tir ngan xwa, nhung nay ciing tam
dat la Cao Dai tan phdp dé lam dwong gidi thodt cho Tién
huynh, mét do dé dau tién cia Pirc Thuong dé trong Tam
ky Phé dj.”

Hai ndm sau, cling tai tu vién Minh Duec, tht Sau 23-7-
1982 (03-6 Nham Tuat), Minh Dtc Dao nhon tiét 16 thém
vé su kién nay: “Vi Dao vo vi, sw vo vi nén ciing can cé su
ho tro cua hitu hinh. Nhw ngay xwa, thuo ban so khai Dao,
Pirc Chi tén ciing can c6 Thdi ldo sw Ting Ngac truyén
dao cho Minh Chiéu Dai tién khi con tai thé.”

5. Thién nhin xuit hién (20-4-1921)

Tién ong an danh day tién bdi khong dugc tiét 16 phap
mon tu luyén. Tién bdi ciing chua biét mot nghi thire nao
dé tho déng su phu vo vi. Mot hom, tién 6ng day tién bdi
hdy nghi ra mot biéu tugng cho mdi dao do tién dng sang
1ap. Tién bdi d& nghi chir thap.!"”

' H¢ tir thuong truyén cua kinh Dich c6 cau Nhdt am nhdt dwong
chi vi Pgo. —f&—REZ BB (Mot am mot duong goi 1a Pao.)
Tuong trung Pao 1a sy phdi hiép hoa hai ludng nghi (Am
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Tuy nhién, tién 6ng day phai tim mot biéu tugng khac,
bdj vi phfr thap 1a mot biéu‘ tuong cﬁa‘dao Thién Chl:la;
Tién boi xin thoi han mot tuan, nhung roi cting khong thé
nghi ra dugc y gi.

Sang thar Tu 20-4-1921 (13-3 Tan Déu), vao lic tam
gio, tién bbi dang ngdi trén vong, phia sau dinh quén Phu
Qudc, nhin ra bién khoi, chot thdy trudc mat hién rd mot
con mat trai that 16n, linh dong, hao quang choi 1oi.

Tién bdi 50, liy tay che mét. Hoi 1au, mé mit ra nhin,
canh tuong Van con. Tién b01 chap tay, khan Xin tién ong
cho con mat 4y bién di, néu nhu tién ong mudn tlen b01
thp con mit. La thay, sau do canh tugng mo dan rdi mét
han.

Mac du vay, trong da tién bdi hdy con phan van. Vai
hém sau, tién bdi lai myc kich mot canh tuong y nhu vy,
va cling chi sau khi khan, hira xin thd con mat thi con mat
méi bién di.

6. Nghe hong danh Cao Pai lan thi ba (thang 4-
1921)

Khoang vai ngay sau khi Thién nhan xudt hién 1an thu
hai, tién bbi dén hau dan tai chua Quan Am. Tién ong day
tién bbi v& lai Thién nhan (con mat trai) nhu da muc kich
dé tho. Dip nay, tién 6ng xung hong danh Cao Dai Tién
ong Dai bd tit Ma ha tit BEH K EREEFE, day
tién bdi goi Purc Cao Pai bang Thay.

‘ O tinh Tan An va Ha Tién tién bbi da hai lan dugc nghe
hong danh Cao Dai (1920). Hon nira, hai chit Cao Pai van
duoc nhac té1 moi khi doc bai chu thinh tién chir Nho c6

duong), cac nha dao hoc dung chir thap, vach ngang la am, vach
dung la duong.
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cau Cao Dai tién but thu vin tw S EN\EENF.

Nguoi Nam Ky thoi xua dung sach Au hoc Quynh Lim
$HEEIEAK hoc chit Nho khong la hai chit Cao DPai. Sach do
Trinh Pang Cat &7 doi Minh (1308-1644) soan, rdi
Trau Thanh Mach #BEEAR doi Thanh (1644-1911) viét
phan ting bo.

Quynh ¥ 13 mot loai ngoc d6. Quynh Lam HHK 1a khu
vuon dugc vua Téng chon dé thét tiéc dai céc tién si tAn

khoa. Nhan dé sach ngu ¥ day tré con (4u hoc), mong sau
nay chung tr¢ thanh tién si (du ti¢c vuon Quynh Lam).

Mua thu nam 1912 tai Thuong Hai, Quang fch thu cuc
fEZXE S/ phat hanh Au hoc Quynh Lam, ban in da
(khoang 15x26cm) cta nha sach Thién Bao KE, gom
bép quyén. Quyén hai c6 muoi hai chuong. Chuong Thén
thé (trang 21) c6 cau tang bo:

Cao dai viét dau /&2 EI 58 (Pai cao goi la dau).

Loi cha giai thém cho cdu Ay la:

[Phét kinh] Pdu vi cao dai [648) BABSE (Theo
kinh Phat thi dau 1a dai cao).

7. Y nghia ciia dan tai chiia Quan Am

Tién bdi Ngod Vian Chiéu dugc nghe hong danh Cao Dai
Tién 6ng Dai bd tat Ma ha tat trong dan co 1ap tai chua
Quan Am. Nhu vy dan nay rat co y nghia, vi da xéc lap
nhirng co cu cin ban t6i thiét cuia mot ton gido.

N6i cach khac, theo dan nay, c6 thé khang dinh rang
dao Cao Dai du con tiém an da sém hinh thanh tir nam
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1921, véi cac yéu té ban dau nhu sau:

- Gido chu (v6 vi): Birc Ngoc Hoang Thuong dé, ta
danh Cao Dai Tién ong Dai bo tat Ma ha tat.

- Gido d6 dau tién: Tién bdi Ngd Van Chiéu.

- Gido phdp: Phan ndi gido tim truyén (hay hinh nhi
thuong hoc), tirc 1a phap mon tu don (toa thién), cling goi
la tan phéap Cao bai.

- Giao tuong (thanh tugng): Thién nhan.

- Gido thbgyé't: Hong danh Cao Dai Tién 6ng bai bd tat
Ma ha tat thé hién duong 161 dung hop Tam giao voi Cao
bai bjéu thi Nho, Tién o6ng bicu thi Lao, Dai b6 tat Ma ha
tat biéu thi Phat.

- Gido dién: mot s6 bai kinh dung khi cung truée Thién
ban vao cac thoi Ty, Ngo, Meo, Dau.®?

Nhu vay, nhiéu sy kién quan trong cua lich str khai dao
Cao Dai da xay ra tai chua Quan Am. Chua nay do hai ong
Huynh Pang Khoa,”" B Minh Chau (ttc Ca Bon) ct.
Vé sau, ong Chau truyén chua lai cho con 1a B3 Kim Cuy.
Ong Cy lai truyén chia cho 6ng P& Vian PO (tic Tam
Gia).

D3 Vin Do tinh khi that thuong, ¢6 khi gdy chuyén nao
dong lam cho budi hau dan mat thanh tinh, thiéu trang
nghiém. Vi’ vay, sau hon ntra nam laflp,dén tai chua Quan
Am, tién boi Ng6 Van Chiéu chuyén dén chua Sung Hung
cua hoa thugng Thich Ng¢ Tién (1885-1946), cach chua
Quan Am khoang 200 mét.

2 1.& Anh Diing, Lich sir dao Cao Dai thoi ky tiém an 1920-1926.
Hué: Nxb Thudn hoa, 1996, tr. 72.

! Huynh Kim Chung (?-1939) tu dao Minh Su, phap danh la
Huynh Pang Khoa.

24 — NGO VAN CHIEU



Lan hoi, thiéu ngudi chiam soc, ~chua Quan Am suy sup
d6 nat. Nam 1961 (Tan Stru), muon gitr lai mdt di tich co
lién quan dén thoi khai nguyén nen Dao, cdc mon sanh
Cao Pai Chiéu Minh da dung trén nén cii ciia chiia Quan
Am mot mai chua méi, goi la Cao bai Hoi thanh.®?
8. Ba nam tu hoc (1921-1924)

Trong ba nam hoc dao véi Bic Cao Dai trén ddo Phu
Qudc, tien boi Ngdé Van Chi€éu mdt long tinh tan voi tam
bat thoi chuyén. Buc Cao Dai khuyén khich:

Ba nam lao khé do nhut nhon,

Mat Thay xem ro long da chac,
Thuong vi con tré hay con tho,
Gang chi tam phwong biét dao mau.

Giita nam 1924 (Giap Ty), tién bdi chuyén vé lam viéc
tai Sai Gon. Birc Cao Pai ban cho tién boi mot bai luc bat
dai hai muoi cau, trong do cé nhiing 161 khen:

Ba nam long sang nhw son,
Treo non xuong bién vuong tron cong phu.

Gio nay Thay diém tham céng,
Ngay sau con s€ cOi rong vé nguyén.
9. Nép song an tu giira Sai Gon
Roi1 dao Phu Quoc ngay thir Ba 29-7-1924 (28-6 Giap

Ty), hom sau tlen bdi Ngb Vian Chiéu vé téi Sai Gon. Gia
dinh tién bdi van con & tinh Tan An.

2 Nam 1960 ong Nguyén Minh Truyén tim ra nén cii chiia Quan
Am. Ong 1a mén sanh Chiéu Minh thudc dan Long Hoa, s6 113
Bui Vién, quan 1, Sai Gon, khong xa Co quan Phé thong Gido 1y.
Ba Huynh Thi Kinh (con 6ng Huynh Kim Chung) hoan hy hién
ting ciac mon sanh Chiéu Minh miéng dat nay dé cat Cao Dai
Hoi thanh.
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Thoat dau, tién bdi tro tai khach san B4 Hué Lau trén
duong Pellerin (nay la Pasteur), sau d6 nhi€u lan thay doi
chd tro. C6 lac doi vé duong Paul Bert (nay la Tran Quang
Khai, Da Kao, quan 1), roi vé duong Espagne (nay la Lé
Thanh Tén), gan cho Bén Thanh, mudn nha trén 1au mot,
phia dudi 1a mot phong rang.

Nam 1928 (Méu Thin), noi cudi cung tiér} bbi trii ngu
trong thoi gian song tai Sai Gon la nha s6 110 dai 19
Bonard (nay 1a L& Loi). Tién boi ¢ trén lau hai, tang trét 1a
tiém tap hoa ciia mot Hoa kiéu (nguoi Hai Nam #&#3). >

Lac ¢ dao Phu Quéc tién bé@ da co tinh giao hao voi
dao Minh Su. Tré vé Sai Gon, ti€n boi hay ghé chua Ngoc
Hoang (Ngoc Hoang dién & £E), nguyén ctia dao Minh
Su.®” Ngoai ra, tién béi it khi giao du, giit hanh an tu giita
Sai Gon nhon nhip.

Pau thang 02-1926 (cudi ndm At Siru), Dirc Cao Dai
day tién boi Ngé Van Chiéu bat dau truyén dao. Bon cong
chirc dau tién duoc biét moi dao moi la:

- Vuong Quan Ky (1880-1939), nguoi tinh Cho Lon,
tot nghi¢p college Chasseloup-Laubat, lam viéc tai Phu

3 Co quan Phé thong Gido 1y, Lich sir dao Cao Pdi. Quyén 1, tr.
355.

* Nam 1863, doi vua Ty D, t6 thit muoi 1dm cia Minh Su 1a
Pong So roi Trung Quoc sang Viét Nam 1ap ngo6i chua mang tén
Quang Té Phat duong M E o tinh Ha Tién. Cong qua xay
chia c6 6ng Ngoé Cam Tuyén, sau tu 1én pham dai lo su (phap
danh Ngb Bao Chuong). Nam 1905, 6ng Ngo 14p Ngoc Hoang
dién ¢ Da Kao. Vi thiCu tién, ong phai nhuong lai ng6i chua con
dang do. T nam 1982 chua doi tén la Phudce Hai tu, thudc Giao
hoi Phat gido Viét Nam, nay ¢ sO 73 Mai Thi Lyu, phuong Da
Kao, quén 1.
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Thdong dé¢c Nam Ky (cung & phong nhi nhu tién bbi Chiéu,
phu trach viéc thuong mai).

- boan Van Ban (1876-1941), nguoi tinh Bién Hoa, dbe
hoc (hi¢u trudng) truong tieu hoc Cau Kho (quéan 1).

- Nguyén Vin Hoai, ngach thong phan, lam viéc cho
mot toa an & Sai Gon.

- VO Van Sang, ngach thong phan, lam viéc ¢ Sai Gon.
1. TIEN BOI NGO VAN CHIEU VA NHOM CAO-PHAM

Mot nam sau ngay tién bdi Ngé Vian Chiéu trg lai Sai
Gon, c6 mot nhom cong chirc nguoi tinh Tay Ninh dang
lam viéc ¢ Sai qu thuc tap xay ban (la table tournante, la
table frappé) dé tiép xuc vdi cdi siéu hinh theo cach chi
dan trong cac sach Thong linh hoc (Spiritisme) in bén
Phap. Bay gio, nhiing nam 1924-1925, dang c6 mét lan
song Thong linh hoc lan tran khdp cd Nam Ky, theo bao
cao cua mot chu quan dugc ghi nhéan trong phtc trinh “Le
Caodaisme” (01-01-1932) cua Lalaurette, Thanh tra chanh
tri va hanh chanh sy vu (Inspecteur des affaires politiques
et administratives).*

1. Nhém xay ban ¢ phé Hang Dira
~Nhom xay ban ¢ phd Hang Dira (Arras) lac dau chi c¢6
bon nguoi:

- Tién bbi Cao Quynh Cu (1888-1929) va vo la Nguyén
Thi Hi€u (tc Huong Hiéu, 1887-1971). Tién bo1 Cu bay
g0 lam tho ky So Hoa xa Sai Gon, ngach tham ta
(commis), thué nha & s6 134 duong Bourdais (nay la
Calmette, quan 1).

¥ “Une véritable vague de spiritisme sévissait en 1924-1925 dans
toute la Cochinchine.” (Lé, Anh Diing, Lich st dao Cao Dai thoi
ky tiém an 1920-1926. Hué: Nxb Thuan hoa, 1996, tr. 43.)
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- Tién bdi Cao Hoai Sang (1901-1971), tham ta S¢
Thwong chanh Sai Gon,*” thué nha ¢ duong Arras, cach
nha tién boi Pham Cong Tac mat can.®?

- Tién bdi Pham Coéng Tic (1890-1959), tho ky S&
Thuong chanh Sai Gon.

Viéc xdy ban hang dém cua nhom Cao-Pham dién tién
nhu sau (lugc ghi mot s6 diém chinh):

Thik Scu 24-7-1925 (04-6 At Siru): Hai tién bdi Cu, Tac
ghé nha tién boi Sang tap xay ban, nhung khong két qua.

Chii Nht 26-7-1925 (06-6 At Siru): X4y ban, tiép dugc
cl}on linh Cao Quynh Tuén (1844-1896) 1a than phu tién
boi Cu. Tt do, cac vi hang dém xay ban.

Thir Sau 28-8-1925 (10-7 At Siru): Xay ban tai nha tién
boi Cu, tiévpﬂdu:qc burc Chi ton, nhu’ng Ngai an danh, chi
xung 1a AAA, muon ba con chir dau tién cua bang chir cai
quoc ngir.

A do Alpha hay a (con chir dau tién ciia bang chir cai
Hy Lap), tuong trung dau mdi ctia vil try van vat, tic la
Thai cyc voi biéu tuong ¢6 1a ®. Thai cyc sinh ludng nghi
(dm duong). A va A 1a bién thé cua A, nhu la am va
dwong. Dau ¥ trén chit A trong giéng phan am ngua lén,
mau den & dau A trén chir A trong giong phan duong up
xuong, mau tring A trong biéu tuong @. Co thé hiéu
AAA 1a mot cach biéu thi Thai cuc 4m duong. Vi thé,
cling nhu Théai cuc, AAA biéu thi Thuong dé vo nga
(impersonal God).

6 ¢ thwong chanh (bureau des douanes et régies): Ciing goi nha
doan, quan thué, hai quan.

7 Nén cii hai nha nay rat c6 thé 1a vi tri Co quan Phé thong Gido
1y hién nay (s6 171B Céng Quynh, phudng Nguyén Cu Trinh,
quan 1).
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Trung tuan thing 9-1925 (ha tuan thang 7 At Stru):
Nhom Cao-Pham chuyen sang dung dai ngoc co dé cau
tién theo phuong phép cd truyén cua dao Lio.

Thir Ba 15-12-1925 (30-10 At Stru): Lan dau tién nhom
xay ban dugc nghe hong danh Cao Pai khi Dtiic AAA day
ba vi tién bdi Cao-Pham: “Ngdy mong 1 thing 11 nay tam
vi phai vong thién cau dao. Tam goi cho tinh khiét, ra quy
giita troi, cam chin cdy nhang ma vdi rang: Ba téi la Cao
OQuynh Cuw, Pham Céng Tic, Cao Hodi Sang, vong bdi
Cao Pai Thiegng dé ban on di phiic lanh cho ba t6i cdi ta
quy chanh.” Ba vi chinh thure tré thanh mon dé Cao bai tir
ngay 16-12-1925.

Thir Hai 11-01-1926 (27-11 At Stru): Tién bdi Lé Vian
Trung (1876-1934) dén nha tién bdi Cao Quynh Cu (134
Bourdais) hau dan, dugc Pirc Cao Dai ban on cho bén cau
tho.

Thir Hai 18-01-1926 (05-12 At Stru): Tuan linh Pic
Cao Pai, nhém Cao-Pham mang dai ngoc co dén nha tién
bdi Lé Vian Trung (6 duong Quai Testard, nay 1a Chau
Van Liém, quan 5). Bic Cao Dai giang co thau nhan L&
tién boi lam mon deé.

2. Nhém Cao-Pham hiép véi tién boi Ngo Vin Chiéu

Khoang ha tuan thang 01-1926 (trung tuan thang 12 At
Stru): Buc Cao Pai day nhom Cao-Pham phai hi€p cung
tién boi Ngo Van Chiéu lo m¢ dao Cao Dai, va phai kinh
tien boi Chi€u [am Anh Ca.

_Ngb tiér} bdi truyén lai thanh twong Thién nhin, hudng
dan cach sap dat ban tho (Thién ban), kinh cing thoi, v.v.
Tt do, viée 1ap dan cau ti€n dugc to chirc nhu sau: Ngo
tién boi lam phap dan; hai tién boi Cu va Tac lam dong tir
am duong (song dong); tién boi Hwong Hiéu lam dién ky.

Tai Sai Gon, chiéu 30 Tét (thtr Sau 12-02-1926), cac
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tién boi cung nhau di mot vong ghé nha timg ban dao. Bit
dau di tr nha tién bdi V6 Van Sang (Cau Mubi, quan 1),
roi 1an luot ghé cac tién bdi: Cao Quynh Cu, Vuong Quan
Ky (80 Lagrandiére, nay la Ly Tu Trong, quén 1), Lé Van
Giang (85 Lagrandiére), Nguyén Trung Hau (Pa Kao,
quan 1), Nguyén Vin Hoai, Pham Cong Téic, Poan Vin
Ban (42 Genéral Leman, nay la Cao Ba Nha, quan 1),
Nguyén Hiru Pic (100 Luc Tinh, nay la Hung Vuong,
quan 6)*®, Ly Trong Quy. Cudi cung vé dén nha tién bdi
L& Van Trung thi vtra kip don giao thura.

Tai timg nha, tién bdi Ngé Vian Chiéu va cip dong tir
Pham Céng Tic, Cao Quynh Cu lap dan co. Birc Cao Dai
Tién 6ng ban on cho moi vi chi nha mot bai tir tuyét, ngu
y khuyén tu, khich 1& cac tién bdi gang cong gay dung nén
ton gido Cao Dai.

Tét Nguyén dan Binh Dén trdi qua. Sang gio Ty ngay
mung 9, cac tién bdi thiét 1& via Troi lan dau tién tai nha
tién bdi Vuong Quan Ky (dém thtr Bay 20-02-1926). Pirc
Cao Dbai day:

Briu toa tho théi tré thém hoa,
Mdy nhanh réi sau ciing mét nha.
Chung hiép ran vun nén dao dirc,
Bén long son sdt dén cing Ta.

Tién bdi Ngo Vin Chiéu bach véi Pirc Cao Pai, xin
mot bai tho diém danh chung cho nhimg nguoi dang c
mat. Bic Cao Pai ban on nhu sau:

Chiéu, Ky, Trung, dé dan Hoai sanh,
Ban, dao khai Sang, Quy, Giang thanh.

?® Tién bbi Nguyén Hiru Dic 1a than hitu cia nhém Cao-Pham, vé
sau tu theo dao Minh Ly (thdnh s& nay ¢ duong Cao Thang,
quan 3).
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Hau, Puc, Tac, Cu thién dia canh,
Quon, Minh, Man dao thu dai danh.

Quon, Minh, Man 13 ba ngudi khach cua tién bdi
Vuong Quan Ky. Sang c6 thé 1a Cao Hoai Sang, tring tén
voi VO Van Sang. Nhu vay, tuy bai tho néu muoi hai tén
goi, nhung c6 thé hiéu 13 diém danh muoi ba vi dé tir dau
tién, trong d6 tién bdi Ngo Vian Chiéu ding dau, 1am Anh
Ca.

Theo luat dao Cao Dai, diing dau Hoi thanh (Clru trung
dai) la gido tong. Gido tong dugc gidi thich 1a anh ca.
Toan thé mon dé d6i voi nhau 1a anh chi em nhu con mot
nha, cung thd chung mot Cha hay mot Thay thiéng liéng 1a
Dtic Cao Pai Thugng dé.

3. Tién bdi Ngé Vin Chiéu tach ra khéi nhém pho
do

Khi nhém phéd d6 (trudc day goi 1a nhom Cao-Pham)
vang linh Pic Cao Pai tiép xtc Ngo tién bdi (ha tuan
thang 01-1926) thi nguoi dang trong thoi ky tu luyén theo
nodi glao tam truyen (esoterlclsm) do buc Cao bai truyen
day. Thé nén tién bdi khong truc tiép tham gia hoat dong
phé do hay ngoai gido cong truyén (exotericism). Vi vy,
trong dém giao thira dén nam méi Binh Dan (12-02-1926),
Puc Cao Dai day chung ba vi tién bdi Lé Vian Trung,
Vuong Quan Ky va Nguyén Vin Hoai nhu sau: “Trung,
Ky, Hoai, ba con phai lo thay mat Chiéu ma di do nguoi.
Nghe va tudn theo.”

M&i tht Bay, tién bdi Ngd Van Chiéu cho 1am mot tiéc
chay ¢ cin phd tro (sé nha 110 Bonard, Sai Gon) dé dai
cac em da thay mat nguoi di truyén dao. Tién bdi con xuat
tién may 4o dai tang mdt vai vi dé mac cho tuom tat mdi
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khi di pho do cac noi.*”

Ngo6 tién bdi huéng dan nhém phd do duoc khoang ba
thang thi bat dau dién ra nhitng su kién quan trong dé
chuan bi thanh 1ap Ho1 thanh Cao Pai. Ba su kién c6 lién
quan téi Ngb tién bdi nhu sau:

- Thang 4-1926: Buc Cao Dai day ba vi Lé Van Trung,
Cao Quynh Cu, Pham Cong Tic gap tién boi Ngo Van
Chiéu, truyén linh may thién phuc giao tong (do trang, co
théu tam qué Can, Poai, Ly, Chan, Tén, Kham, Cén,
Khon). Tién bbi Huong Hiéu duoc linh dem lai ban co
chén nudc lanh dé Pirc Cao Pai vé kiéu thién phuc. Khi
nao may xong a0, s& lap dan co dé Pirc Cao Pai chi rd vi
tri dat tam qué trén 4o.

- Chu Nhat 18-4-1926 (07-3 Binh Dan): Ptrc Cao Dai
day tién bdi Huong Hiéu cach may mdo gido tong (mau
trang, cao 33,30cm, co hai dai thong xuong vai, rong ban
3cm, dai 30cm). Ngay hom sau, tién bdi Huong Hiéu lam
thir mot cai méo bang gidy dang 1én dé Ptc Cao Dai sira
lai cho dung.

- Thik Nam 22-4-1926 (11-3 Binh Dan): Cau co tai nha
tién bdi Cao Quynh Cu. Trong luc dang 1én Pirc Cao Dai
cai mao gido tong lam thir (Ian tht nhi), tién bdi Huong
Hiéu t6 ra voi vang, nén Ptc Chi ton day: “Trung. Ma ai
doi con phong lat dat!”

Phai ching Puc Chi Ton da tién tri Ngo tién bdi s&
khong nhan pham gido tong? That vay, do la luc tién boi
Ng6 Van Chiéu quyet dinh tach ra khoi nhém pho do. Duy
tri nep song an tu ¢ hitu trong sdu nam qua, ngu:0’1 déc
tron tdm chi va danh nhiéu thoi gian vao viée tu thién cho
thanh cong ngd hau xay dung nén tang vimng chac cho noi

¥ Lich sir quan phii Ngé Van Chiéu. Sai Gon: 1962, tr. 41.
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gido tim truyén.

Nim muoi bon niam sau dan co Ay, tha Nam 13-3-1980
(27-01 Canh Than), sy kién nay dugc Ptic Ngoé Minh
Chiéu giai bay tai dan co ¢ tu vién Minh Birc (Viing Tau):
“Nhung rat tiéc, Tién huynh chia hoan thanh dwoc ché
noi don dai duoc, nén Tién huynh khong dam nhdn ngoi vi
gido tong ma Tu phu ban cho (...).”

Tién bdi Ngoé Vian Chiéu tir ta ngdi vi gido tong vao
ngdy thir Bay 24-4-1926 (13-3 Binh Dan). Nguoi cling
hoan lai tién bdi Huong Hiéu sb tién di mua vai dé may
bd thién phuc va mao gido tong.

Tuy Ngd tién béi tir ta, nhung ngdy nay nguoi van dugc
kinh ngudng 1a B¢ nhat Giao tong.

IV. SAU NAM CUOI DO (1927-1932)

Nhitng ngudi chon con dudng an tu dé hanh thién (tinh
luyén) da dan dan tim dén tién bdi Ngo Vian Chiéu xin tho
phap mon. Mot nhém mén sanh & Can Tho d3 hinh thanh
Chiéu Minh dan. Chiéu Minh phat trién dan dan tro thanh
mot nhanh tu kin (esoteric) cua dao Cao Dai. Thang 5-
1927, cac vi nay tao lap nghia dia Chiéu Minh & Can Tho.

1. Thim nai Ta Lon 1in dau

Théng 6-1928 (thang 4 Mau Thin), Ngo tién bdi xin
nghi viéc sau thang dé tham nai Ta Lon®” (Cam Bét) theo
linh ctia Pic Cao Dai. Luc nay s6 mon dé Chiéu Minh
thap tung theo tién bdi c6 khoang ba muoi ngudi. Khoi
hanh ngay tha Tu 13-6-1928.

Tré vé 1am viée ¢ Sai Gon mot thoi gian, sau d6 Ngod
tién bdi va mot s6 moén dé Chiéu Minh chu du sdu tinh &

* Nguoi Viét goi Bokor 1a nui Ta Lon hay Tra Lon. Nui cao
1.080m, thudc tinh Kampot (nguoi Viét goi la Can Giot).
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Nam Ky. Chuyén dau ghé ba tinh Go Cong, My Tho, Bén
Tre. Chuyén sau di ba tinh Can Tho, Soc Trang, Bac Liéu.
2. Hién dao tai thé
_Thir Nam 03-4-1930 (05-3 Canh Ngo), Ngb tién boi
van dang ¢ Sai Gon (110 Bonard), nhung dan co gio' Ngo
tai Hiép Minh dan (Cai Khé, Can Tho) lai tiép dwoc mot

bai tho that ngon bat ci do tién bdi va tién ong Van Trung
Tt cung giang co ban cho.

Su kién nay ching minh Ng6 tién bdi da dac dao tai
thé. Hang nam, moén sanh Chiéu Minh lay ngay mung 5
thang 3 am lich lam 1& ky niém ngay tién bdi Ngd Vin
Chiéu hién dao tai thé.

3. Thim ndi Ta Lon lan thir nhi

Thang 12-1931 (Tan Mui), tién bdi nghi vige, lui vé
tinh Can Thg, ¢ tai nha mon sanh Ly Trong Quy, s 39,
duong Nguyen An Ninh.

Tha Tu 30-3-1932 (24-02 Nham Than), Ngo tién bdi di
tham nui Ta Lon lan thtr nhi. Ngudi t6 y s& thoat xac noi
day. Cac mon d¢ di theo hét sirc khan khoan tién boi tro ve
Can Tho.

_Chii Nhat 10-4-1932 (05-3 Nham Than), tién bdi vé dén
Can Tho va ¢ luon tai day cho té1 ngay quy thién.

Vi lan nay tién bdi khong chiu ta tic trong nha cua bat
ky mon d¢ nao, mon sanh Chiéu Minh cat cho ngudi mot
Iéu tranh gian di (thao lu), khong xa nghia dia Chiéu
Minh, cach chau thanh Can Tho khoang 3km.

4. C&i rong vé nguyén

Séng thir Hai 18-4-1932 (13-3 Nham Than), tién bbi
bao moén sanh chuan bi xe dwa nguoi vé nha ¢ tinh Tan
An. Sau khi xong budi ng6i thién gid Ngo, dong tu L&
Van Ngung (1906-1948) cong tién boi ra xe.
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Tién bbi ngdi riéng & bing sau. Ngoai dong tir Ngung
va vai mon sanh, cung di c6 con gai thtr ndm cua tién boi
(Ng6 Thi Nguyét). Doc duong, da mat va than thé tién boi
dan dan chuyén thanh mau vang nghé.

Xe qua pha Can Tho, di tiép dén Vinh Long roi xuéng
pha My Thuan. Pha chay ra gan gitta song Tién (mot
nhanh song Ctru Long, chin rong) thi Ngo tién boi da nhe
nhang thoat xac luc 3 gio chi€u. Viéc nay tmg hop véi 101
buc Cao Dai day tién bdi vao gitta nam 1924 (Giap Ty):

Gio nay Thay diém tham céng,
Ngay sau con s€ cOi rong vé nguyén.

Mon sanh yéu cau quay pha tro lai. Trén dudng vé thao
lu, da tién boi trd lai binh thuodng, con mat trai (duong)
mo to ra, nhin nhu nguoi song, con mat bén phai (am)
khép kin.

Thanh tuong Cao Dai 1a con mat trai (Thién nhan).
Giong nhu truong hop Ngo tién boi, doi véi nhiing hanh
gia Cao Dai tu thién chiing dac, mé mat trai khi roi bo the
gian la mot an ching dac dao.

5. Lé tang

Mon sanh Chiéu Minh tim thiy ¢ thao lu mot bao tho
v6i di ngon cia tién bdi, ngan gon:
Thoi, cac em nhut tam.
T hay chang quen ta. Ta hang tai.
Chang déing nhiéu 1oi.
Nay kinh tq,
Ban dao
Chiéu
22/8/31
Trong bao tho con c6 mot tram déng bac. Tién bdi dan
do chi phi cho 18 tang chi chimg ngan ay va khong duoc
nhan tién phung diéu.
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Theo di ngdn, cac mon sanh ty tay kham liém di thé
tién boi trong tu thé ngoi thién, ro1 dat trong mdt 4o quan
hinh luc giac, duong kinh 0,8m, cao 1,20m.

Cac vi déy xe dua lyc giac ra nghia dia Chiéu Min‘h,
cach théo~ lu khoang 200m. Luc gidc dugc dat trén mot nén
da xay san, sau do xay gach bao kin chung quanh. Bén
ngoai xay thanh mot cai thap sau mat, ba tang.

bam tang rat don gian, khong ken trong, khong tung
kinh cau siéu. Lac sinh tién, Ngo tién bdi bao ring nguoi
da ,caq nguyén cho ban than hang ngay, da ‘p1et minh 1a ai,
chét o1 s€ di dau, nén khong can doc kinh cau si€u nira.

Hang ngan nguoi tur cac noi d6 vé Can Tho. Cac mon
sanh va nhiéu ngudi khac da xin tho tang. Tang 18 tro
thanh sy kién dang trén cac bao.

Theo dan co lap tai thao lu (Can Tho) vao gio Dau
ngay thir Sau 03-8-1934 (23-6 Giap Tuat), Dai tién Ngo
Minh Chiéu 1a Ngoi Hai Giao chu.©"

31 Ngoi Mot 1a Ptic Cao Pai Thuong dé.
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Phu luc

Phu lyc 1: Collége de My Tho

Collége de My Tho do Pho do dbc, Thong ddc Nam
Ky, Ba tudc Louis Charles Georges Jules Lafont 1ap ngay
17-01-1879. Pén ngay 14-6-1881 thi Pai tuong, Quyén
théng déc Nam Ky Arthur de Trentinian d6i tén trudng
thanh collége le Myre de Vilers.©?

Charles Marie le Myre de Vilers 1a cyu tinh trudng
(préfet), cyu giam ddc dan sy vu (directeur des affaires
civiles) & Algérie, duoc bd 1am théng ddc Nam Ky ngay
13-5-1879, nham churc tir 07-7-1879 dén 11-01-1883, ving
mit & Sai Gon tir 04-3-1881 dén 31-10-1881.°7

Phu lyc 2: Collége Chasseloup-Laubat
Do nham Ian, cac sich thuong viét tién bdi Ngd Vin
Chiéu hoc lycée Chasseloup-Laubat. Thuc ra, khi tién boi

vao hoc, truong c6 tén la college Chasseloup-Laubat.
Paulus Cua cling ghi tén truong la collége Chasseloup-

32 Duong Kinh Quéc, Viét Nam nhitng sw kién lich sie 1858-1918.
Ha No1: Nxb Giao duc, 1999, tr. 109.

3 Commission francaise du Guide des Sources de I’Histoire des
Nations, Sources de [’Histoire de [’Asie et de I’'Océanie dans les
Archives et Bibliotheques frangaises. Part 1. Archives. [Ouvrage
préparé avec 1’aide et sous les auspices de I’Unesco.] Miinchen:
K.G. Saur, 1981, pp. 538-539.) Nhan day, xin chan thanh cam on
nha st hoc Hoang Anh Phan Van Hoang, Pai hoc Su pham
Thanh phd, di tang toi tai lidu nay. (HK)
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Laubat.®¥

Lugc st truong nhu sau: Phap thanh 1ap école Normale
colonial (truong su pham thudc dia, 10-7-1871); xay trén
phan dat chua Khai Tuong (12-8-1871). P6i tén thanh
collége Indigéne (truong ban xur, 1874).°” Péi tén thanh
collége Chasseloup-Laubat (1876), chia ra khu Au
(quartier européen) va khu ban xir (quartier indigene).
Tach khu ban xtr nhép sang college de Cochinchine (trung
hoc Nam Ky, 15-7-1927). Collége Chasseloup-Laubat doi
tén thanh lycée Chasseloup-Laubat (1928), con collége de
Cochinchine d6i tén thanh lycée Petrus Ky.©

Chasseloup-Laubat 1a Bg truong Hai quan va Thudc dia
ctia triéu dinh Phap, chu truong chiém Sai Gon dé lam cin
ctr thudn loi cho quéan vién chinh Phap & Vién Pong. Ong
ta tic dong vua Napoléon III rat nhidu trong chinh sach
xam luoc, cudp Nam Ky lam thudc dia.”

Phu luc 3: Céc théng déc Nam Ky (a)

Khi tién b6i Ngo Van Chiéu bat dau vao lam viéc tai
Phu Thong doc (01-01-1903) thi thong doc Nam Ky bay
gi0 la Frangois Pierre Rodier, ngach thong doc cac thude
dia (gouverneur des colonies), dugc bd nhiém ngay 21-10-

** Paulus Cua, Sdch quan ché. Sai Gon: Ban in nha nudc, 1888, tr.
16. Xin chin thanh cam on nha st hoc Nguyén Dinh Piu, da
giup toi tai liéu xua nay. (HK)

3 C6 18 do mot nghi dinh cua Phé d6 dbc, Théng déc Nam Ky
Jules Frang01s Emile Krantz ky ngay 14- 11-1874. (HK)

3% Nguyén Pinh Pau, “Gido duc dwdi trieu Nguyén va dudi thoi
Phap (1698-1955)”, trong Bia chi van héa thanh phé [Sai Gon],
tap II: Van hoc — Bao chi — Gido duc. 1998, tr. 696, 730.

7 Nguyén Thé Anh, Viét Nam dudi thoi Phap dé h. Sai Gon:
Trung tdm San xuit Hoc liéu BO Vin hoa Gido duc va Thanh
nién, 1974, tr. 14, 22, 25.
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1902. Trong thoi gian Rodier vang mat thi Olivier Charles
Arthur de Lalande-Calan, thanh tra cac s& dan su
(inspecteur des services civils), duoc bd 1am quyén thong
d6c Nam Ky ngay 02-3-1906, nham chirc tir ngay 10-3-
1906 cho t&i khi Rodier trg vé Sai Gon ngay 02-01-1907.

Ngay 29-6-1907, Kham st (résident supérieur) Louis
Alphonse Bonhoure dugc bo lam théng déc Nam Ky,
nhdm chtc ngay 13-7-1907. Trong thoi gian Bonhoure
vang mit thi Ernest Antoine Outrey, thanh tra cac s& dan
su, duoc bd 1am quyén théng ddc Nam Ky ngay 28-02-
1908 va giir chirc cho t6i Bonhoure trd vé Sai Gon ngay
24-9-1908.

Ngay 09-02-1909, Jules Maurice Gourbeil, ngach thong
ddc cac thudce dia, dugc bd 1am théng ddc Nam Ky, nham
chirc ngay 16-6-1909. Trong thoi gian J.M. Gourbeil ving
mat (tir 09-02-1909 dén 15-6-1909) thi E.A. Outrey trd lai
1am quyén théng dé¢c Nam Ky.*¥

Phu luc 4: Céc théng déc Nam Ky (b)

Thang 7-1924, tién bdi Ngo Van Chiéu vé Sai Gon thi
quyén thong déc Nam Ky la Auguste Tholance, thanh tra
chanh tri va hanh chanh su vu (inspecteur des affaires
politiques et administratives), nhdm chuc tir ngay 31-5-

1924 thay cho Théng déc Maurice Cognacq vang mit cho
tdi ngay 17-12-1924.

Ngay 09-4-1926 Aristide Eugéne le Fol, ngach tham
bién hang nhat (administrateur de ler classe), dugc b lam
quyén thong déc Nam Ky, nham chic ngiy 19-4-1926.
Nhu vay céac sach st Cao Dai hay chép Le Fol 1a “thng
d6c” thi khong dung. Ong ta chi 1a quyén thong dbc, dam

¥ Commission frangaise du Guide des Sources de I’Histoire des
Nations, pp. 539-540.
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nhi¢m chuc vu trong khodng hon ntra ndm trong luc cho
mot thong ddc chinh thic tir Phap bd sang. Tuy nhién,
trong cach xung ho (nhu trén To Khai Pao ngay 07-10-
1926), moi ngudi van goi 6ng 1a “Thong ddc” vi phép lich
su.

Ngay 09-11-1926 Paul Marie Alexis Joseph Blanchard
de la Brosse, ngach théng ddc cac thudce dia, duge bd lam
thong dé¢c Nam Ky, nham chirc ngay 30-12-1926.

Ngay 04-11-1928 Jean Félix Krautheimer, ngach thong
dde céc thudce dia, dugc bd 1am théng ddc Nam Ky, nham
chure ngay 06-3-1929.

Ngay 05-01-1929 Eugene Henrl Eutrope, ngach tham
bién hang nhét, duoc bd 1am quyén thdng déc Nam Ky,
nhadm chuc to ngay 12-01-1929 t6i 06-3-1929 trong khi
J.F. Krautheimer ving mit.

Thang 12-1931 khi tién bbi Ngé Van Chiéu roi khoi
Phu Thong ddc thi E.H. Eutrope dang lam quyén thong
d6c Nam Ky 1an tht hai trong luc J.F. Krautheimer ving
mat (tir 21-11-1931 dén 11-11-1932).¢”

3 Commission frangaise du Guide des Sources de I’Histoire des
Nations, p. 540.
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Thanh gido Pirc NGO MINH CHIEU

Cao Dai Hoi thanh (Duong Dong, Phii Qudc)
Tuét thoi, 14-3 Dinh Mui (23-4-1967)

Ky niém Buc Ngoi Hai Gido chu Ngo Dai tién

¢.)
TAI CAU
THI

Cénh tri thién nhién trudc sap bay,
Huyén vi “? 16 bong Pao hoang khai.
Non song bbn mat tro1 soi sang,

Nhon vat mudi phuong dat chuyén xoay.
St mang Tam ky trao Viét quéc,

Chu quyén nhtt thong 1ap Cao Pai.

Ha nguon si tr mau mau budc,

On dinh can khon di dén ngay.

NGO MINH CHIEU. Tién huynh chao chu Thién mang,
chao mung chu hién hiru, hién mudi. Thz‘iy mung chu dé
tur.

Hom nay, chu dé tir thiét 18 ky niém dé nhé on Thay, va
thay mat Thay moi chu dong dao cac noi quy tu dén manh
dat nho hep nay dé danh dau lich sir ngay Thuong dé ban

* Huyén viZa$4: Su siu kin nho nhat, am chi 1& bi mat cua troi
dat.
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biéu hiéu “ cho dao Cao Pai trong Ky Ba an xa. Thay rat

mung va cam dong vo cung trudce ndi vu tu cta chur dé tir
d6i voi tién 6 “? nén Pai dao Cao Dai.

Ky 1& nim nay c6 phan dic biét hon hét 1a Thay c6
thinh chu tién phat va dao hiru tién bdi qua vang dén
chung vui véi Thay, v6i chu hién d¢, hién mudi va chu dé
tur.

Chu hién d¢, hién mudi! Trong nhing ngay qua chi dén
ngdy nay, Tién huynh nhan thay long wu tu va thiét tha
dén ngay ky niém nay ctua chu hién dé, hién mudi, nén chu
hién d¢, hién muoi tir cac phai doan cac noi dén thanh
phan c4 nhon, di vuot song ngan khoi dén dé tuong nhé
va han hoan ghi nhan di tich noi da phat sinh dao Cao bai.
Dé long trong hoa budi 18 hom nay, hau tuong thudng, dap
lai Iong wu tu va gian kho dé, nén Tién huynh c6 thinh chu
tién phat va dao hitu tién bdi qua vang trong dao Cao Dai
dén chimg 1& va chung vui véi chu hién dé, hién mudi
cling nhu cac hang d¢ tr trong tinh thiéng liéng va ly dao.

Pay Tién huynh tam nhudng but cac vi *® tién phat, rdi
sau d6 s& dam dao thém. Ngung dién.

(...
TIEP PIEN

Ngé Minh Chiéu. Chu hién mudi, hién dé va cac dé tur
hay doc bai dua tién.

Tién huynh mién 1& chu hién dé, hién mudi. Va Thay
cho phép céc hang d¢ tir an toa dang dang.

Chu hién dé, hién mudi! S¢ di cach xung ho cd khac

*! Trc 1a Thién nhén.
* Tién do B13&: Con dudng phia trude, twong lai.

B Cdc vi: Cac vi.
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nhau la Tién huynh hay Thay, dé 1a do noti long nguoi noi
thé gian, va ciing dé thé hién long wu &i tham tinh véi
nhau. That ra, trudc Dang Chi ton, ching ta tat ca la anh
em. Mdi ngudi déu c6 mot st mang chung, d6 14 tu than
hanh dao, 1am sang danh Pao, dem dao do doi tir chd toi
16i hung 4c trd lai duong thuan luong thién my, dé c6 thé
bién canh thé gian nay trd thanh cdi thién duong cuc lac,
1ap lai doi thugng nguon thanh dtc. Chung do, gitra con
ngudi va con ngudi déu lay tinh thuong yéu rudt ra dbi xir
v&i1 nhau trong tinh tuong than tuong tro.

Ngay nay, chu hién dé, hién mudi di vi Théy, vi Dao,
vi nhon sanh vuot séng dén déy, ciing nhu Tién huynh da
vi st mang nam xua con deo diang, nén dén ngay nay, thay
vi an hudng lac thu thanh nhan, rugu cuc tra sen noi non
bdng nudc nhuge, ngdy thang tiéu dao noi bong dao, lai
phai vi st mang d6 con vuong véan, véi nhiém vu la dem
dao d6 doi, trung hung “*Y chanh phap dé kip ngay Long
Hoa dai hoi.

Chu hién d¢, hién mudi! Bén muoi hai nam khai dao va
gido dao vira qua, 3 chinh Prc Chi t6n da bon than xubng
tran, ciing nhu cic hang phat tién, than thanh déu giang
but, phat ban nhiéu kinh dién, nhiéu gido ly. Chu hién dé,
hién mudi va céac hang d¢ tr da doc qua nhiéu 1dm r6i. Gid
day chi con c6 mot diéu 1a thyc hanh chon phap, rén luyén
chanh tam, gilr gin chanh tin, dé tu chanh dao, hau tu ctru
trong co sang say dao thai cua dinh luat.

* Trung hung F B: Khoi phuc, phuc hdi lai sau thoi gian bi suy
yél}. Thudng bi doc hay viét sai 1a tring hung.
* Bon muwoi hai nam: Tl 1926 t6i 1967.
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Tién huynh rat budn va tiéc cho céc hang hau hoc (46)

ngay xua khong lanh hoi dugc dao 1y uyén tham va trong
tam khai dao ciia cac déng gido chii. Do d6 da quan niém
dao 1y trong pham vi chét hep, cach ngd ngan tuong, da
dong khung dao ly trong pham vi doc ton, doc doan, da
giy bao lan that ky truyén.“”

Rat ddi dén ngay nay, cling con ¢o nhleu cap lanh dao
da quan niém dao 1y duong dy, tuong rang dao 1y 1a cua
riéng mdt nguo1 hay mot nhom. Do do da bay ra bao nhiéu
hinh thirc doc ton. D6 1a mot té hai rat 16n cho cap lanh
dao, gido dao.

Thtr nghi lai ma xem: Pao ly ddi v6i van vat nhu anh
sang bua khip muon loai, khong vi sang hén, giau nghéo,
16n bé, tir nhan loai dén tht cam, thao mdc, bo bay, may
cua, mdi mdi déu g01 nhuén 4anh sang trong luat hoa sanh,
truong dudng va bao ton. Chi phi trr loai nao mudn trén
khong thy huéng anh sang thi thoi, con loai nao muén,
duong nhién duoc ban b dong déu. Pao 1y ciing duong
ay.

Chinh ngudi doi da quan niém sai 1dm nén méi nay
sanh doc ton. HE doc ton lai ndy sanh me tin, r0i dem cai
mé tin Ay ban rai cho 16p ngudi mé tin khac. Tién huynh
can nhéc lai chu hién d¢, hién muoi vé diém chanh tam,
chanh tin méi gap duoc chanh ly, chanh dao hau thoat
khoi luan hdi. Trén ¢di Thién dinh khong c6 mot vi phat
tién, than thanh nao ma thiéu nhan nghia, khong trung

* Hau hoc %2 Nguoi hoc dao sau khi cac vi gido to da quy
thién.

Y That ky truyén R EL{8: Danh mat chd chan truyén tir cac gido
t6.
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hiéu, mat liém si.*®

THI

Chanh dao thanh do béi chanh tam,
Chanh tdm, chanh tin khoi sai 1am.
Lam theo duc vong 10i chia 8,
Chia r& sau nay héi van nam.

THI BAI

1. Nam Dinh Mui thang ba, muoi bon,
Hoi dao dong “*” giita chén Duong Pong,
Nhtt tim hoai niém ©” béng Hong,"

Séang soi vil try trong vong tang thuong.*?

2. Trén mat bién budm truong thap thoang,
Gitra lung tro1 canh nhan tung bay,
Oi, non soéng dep d& thay!
Tranh kia ai hoa, canh nay ai t6?

* Liém si BRBY: Thanh liém S&BE (khong tham 6) va biét xdu ho
(ho then) khong dam lam dieu quay. Quan Tu chu truong tri
nude phai ¢6 fir duy F#E (bon soi day): 18 i@, nghia 2, liém B,
si Bb. Sir ky Tu Ma Thién chép: “Boén day khong cing ra thi
nudc s& bi diét vong.” PAHETR, B T . (Tu duy bat truong,

quoc ndi di¢t vong.) Y ndi bon day cang ra dé rang budc dao dutc
dan chung, néu khong thi dan s€ vo dao duc va nudc s€ mat.

* Pao déng: Déng dao [E@3&, ban tu theo cung mot dao.

** Hoai niém 1&:2:: Nh6 nghi toi.

' Hong #t: Lén lao, to tat. Béng Hong: Am chi Puc Chi ton
Thuong dé.

2 Tang thwong 8% Tang dién thuong hai FEEEE, ruong dau
bién thanh bién xanh, 4m chi cudc doi bién ddi, nay con mai

mat.
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3. Dya ven ganh nhép nhé can hac,™
Cubi trién non thanh thot giot chau,
Phai ching Khuong Tt ngdi cau? ¥
Hay 1a Sao Phu dudi trau trén dong? *®

4. Nhip vo ky ©7 Tai ong dac that,®
Tiéng chay kinh ©” nha Phat thu khong, "

(54)

> Can hac: C6 chim hac.
** Giot chau: Giot nude trong veo, 1ong lanh nhu hat ngoc (chdu

).
> Khuwong Tir Z&F: Khuong Tir Nha EF5F (ttrc 1a Khuong

Thuong Z &, Khuong Théi cong & A LY), nguoi doi Chau, thud
han vi ngdi cau ca & song Vi. Tam muoi tudi gip Chau Vin
vuong moi ra lam tudng quoc, danh bai vua Try, ti€u diét nha
Thuong.

% Sao Phi ER: La nguoi hién doi vua Nghiéu, khong ua danh
loi, pht quy. Mot 1an dat trau ra song Dich Thuy, gip Hta Do
FFH rtra tai, Sao hoi 1y do. Hira néi vua Nghiéu moi 6ng ra lam
quan, nghe do ca tai nén phai di rira. Sao lién dt trau 1én phia
trén dong nudc cho uong de khdi do miéng trau.

> V6 ky: Mong chan ngua ky. Ky B 1a mot loai ngua hay, chay xa
va nhanh, lai thuan nét. Sach xua chép rang ngua ky mdi ngay
chay dugc ngan dam ma khong mét. Tho van ngay xua thuong
vi nguoi tai gioi 1a ngua ky.

¥ Tai ong EE5: Ong o bién tai (gan cira ai). Ngua nha ong di mat,
6ng khong phan nan, néi biét dau 1a viéc may. Khi ngua tré vé,
dat theo con ngua khac. Ong khong mung, noéi biét dau la viéc
rui. Con trai 6ng té gdy chan vi ham c6i ngya méi, 6ng khong
buodn, ndi bict dau 1a viéc phuc. Khi triu dinh bat trai trang di
linh, con 6ng qué nén dugc ¢ nha. Thanh ngl 7di ong that ma
EHKE (6ng ¢ bién tai mat ngya) c6 nghia 1a viéc hoa phic
trong doi khong sao ¢ thé doan trudc.
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Trim nim gam khéo ban long,

Rui may 4u ciing sic khong do 1a.
5. Ltra phién chay ma ha " ruéi tat,

Nudc triéu dung thuyén bat “ sin cho.

Tién 6ng c6 bo thién tho,

Ai nguoi sit mang huyén co mé man.
6. Hoc phai hiéu hanh tang hu thiét,">

Hanh cén tri bi quyét nhiém mau.

Con duong dao 1y cao sau,

Curu nhon, ctru vat trong bau tran gian.

(64)

> Chay kinh: Chay gb dé dong chudng, & dau chay cham hinh ca
kinh.

% Thu khéng WZE: Tiéng chudng thu khong danh vao luc chiéu
t6i, bao cho biét da hét ngay, dong cira chua lai.

' (Nwéc) ma ha: Ma ha thuy BEFTIK, nude thanh, nudc phép.

52 Thuyén bat: Thuyén bat nha, thuyén dao, thuyén tir ciru khé.

8 Thién tho XE&: Sach troi, 4m chi thién co, ké hoach cua Tao
hoa.

% Huyén co %t mé man: Vén man bi mat dé thiy bé may huyén
bi ctia Troi (thién co).

% Hanh tang 1T#: Ptic Khong Tt noi véi Nhan Uyén: “Néu
nguoi ta dung minh lam quan thi minh dem dao 1y ra thi hanh;
néu khong dung minh thi minh & an [vé6i dao ly].” B2 BT,
2B, (Dung chi tic hanh, xa chi tdic tang.) Ludn ngir
(Chwong 7: Thudt nhi). Hanh dong nghia voi xudt, 4m chi hanh
dél}g hay nhép thé. Tang dong nghia v6i xi, 4m chi an dat hay
xuat the.

Trong bai nay hdnh c6 nghia la nhimg viéc troi dat hién bay va
tang 14 nhimg viéc an vi ciia troi dat, con nguoi khong nhin théy.

Kinh Cao Dai hay néi t6i mday hanh tang tic 1a thién co (may
tro1), am chi sy van chuyén trong vii try.
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7. Tai Nghiéu Thuan “® trj an thién ha,
Puc Trong Ni ” ching qué thanh nhon.
La do nhtrt quan 1y chon,

Lap doi tri nude gido dan thai binh.

8. Nao phai cay phu ¥ linh phép la,

C6 mang chi hoan v ho phong,®”
Vin vuong cam toi vé& vong,
Phai chang ly dao ¢ trong long nguo61?

9. Pong linh tanh dét troi ban phu,

Ciing hinh hai phu mau sé sanh,
Nguoi xua c¢6 khac chi minh,

6 Nghiéu Thuan Z£3%: Vua Nghiéu 1a vua hién thoi thuong co,
khong nhuong ngbi cho con rudt ma lai truyén ngai vang cho

ong Thuan 1a mot nguoi dan tai dirc. Poi Nghiéu Thuin dugc
xem la doi thugng nguon thanh dac, thai binh thinh tri. Vua

Nghiéu duge ton lam Thién quan t phudc XE 8348 (quan nha
troi xudng tran ban phudc cho dan ching).

7 Trong Ni #hfE: Tén tu cia Puc Khong Tu FLF (t8n that 1a
Khong Khau #. [, tén thuy 1 Chi thanh Tién su 2 BB 5C£).

* Phii #: L4 bua.

% Hodn vé (vii) hé phong HAREWER: Ciing ndi hé phong hodn vii
R MLFR (goi gid kéu mua), ¥ n6i lam phap thuat.

" Van vuwong cam toi X EIEIE vé vong: Vian vuong ho Co, tén
Xuong, la nguoi xay dung nén mong tridu dai nha Chu. Ong la
vi vua thanh, hién dtrc, khér}g xdy nha tu nhot ké pham tdi, chi
v€ mdt vong tron trén mat dat bude toi nhan phai ¢ yén trong do,
khong dugc bude ra ngoai. Ong thi hanh chinh sach khoan dung,
nhan hdu; giam bét tién thué; mac quan 4o dan da ra dong dé
khuyen nong; quan tam bénh tét, ndi khén khé cua ngudi ¢6 qua

gia yéu. Ong ra 1énh: Mot nguoi cé t6i, khong duwoe dé nguoi
khac lién luy.
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Phat tién, than thanh trong hinh pham phu.
10. Mudn dic qua can tu chanh dao,

Mudn d6 doi hoai bao "V chanh tam,

Xét xem co chi 7 chd 1am,

Lam ngudi cho ven méi tim vi ngoi.

11. Pai linh quang glong Troi gieo xudng, ™

Tiéu linh quang kiét chuong "> hoa sanh.
Can khon tém mdt than hinh,"®

Chuyén luan thuan nghich van hanh tuong tri.!””

12. Hang no6i Pao vo vi, vo tudng,

™ Hoai bao 1&3&: Om ap trong long mot wde mudn, mot 1y tuong.

> Nghia 1: Co chi & — Co 1a nén tang (cin ban), chi 1a muc
dich (ton chi). Nghia 2: Co chi Eiit— Nén nha, nén méng, nén
tang, can ban (co' & va chi it dong nghia).

3 Tam vi ngéi: Tim kiém ngdi vi tién thanh & cdi troi.

™ Pai linh quang KB giong Troi gieo xuong: Thugng dé 1a
bai linh quang, mét diém linh quang tir Thuong dé tach ra di

vao tran glan dé tién hoa. Piém linh quang dy 1a hat glong cua

==
gog

Troi gieo xudng. Mdi ngudi 1a mot tiéu linh quang /N8

7 Kiét chuong #E18 (két chung): Hat gidng (ching) nay sinh (két).
O day tiéu linh quang vi nhu hat gidng ctia Troi sau khi duge
gieo thi ndy mam va sanh hoa.

78 Can khén Eg38 t6m mot than hinh: Con ngudi 12 vii try nho (tiéu
can khon), troi d4t 1a vii try lon (dai can khon). Theo dao hoc, &
vii tru bén ngoai c6 thir gi thi bén trong than nguoi cling co thu
do tuong dong.

" Chuyén luén thudn nghich vdn hanh twong tri: Vi than ngudi 1a
tiéu thién dia, nén ngudi luyén dao diing muc c6 theé tuong tri
F% (cung giao cam ma biét dugc) sy chuyén dong cia vii try
bén ngoai.
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Lai v6 hinh, v6 tugng, vo danh,™

Htru vo ly Pao suy ranh,

Méi mong théau triét 7 may linh nhiém mau.
13. Co sinh duc ®V quat bao 2 troi dat,

O dat troi phan dat tuong hinh,

Cho che khap ca van linh,

Ay 1a hinh Pao dudng sinh muon loai.

(80)

14. Bong nhuyt nguyét van xay ¥ ngay thang,
Tiéng sam vang mua thuan gié hoa,
Mot han, mot thir lai qua,®?
Do thi¢t tinh Pao chan hoa nhon gian.

15. Nam, chd dit ngoi can duong vi,

Nir, goi khon, 1a Iy &m duong,

Cam giao bién hoéa khon luong,

Phai ching danh Pao biéu duong co mau?
16. Luan vo6 hiru cao sau huyén bi,

Tim hitu v6 yéu 1y tham tham,

Chu nhon 6ng ®¥ thir kiém tam,

Cho théng chd hiru, khoi 1am chd vo.

V6 twong &M, vo hinh F&F, vé twong FER ddng nghia la
khong c6 hinh thé. V6 danh &% 1a khong co tén goi.

? Thau triét B Hiéu biét thong sudt.

8 May linh nhiém mau: Co thé con nguoi 1a bd may rét linh diéu,
nhd thé ngudi pham co thé tu luyén dé tro thanh tién phat.

8! Co sinh duc: B9 may sinh ra va dudng nudi mudn loai.
Quat bao: Bao quat, bao trim tat ca.

% Van xay: Xoay van.

8 Mot han B, mot thir B lai qua: Mot lanh mot néng (am duong)

thay nhau.
8 Chii nhon ong: Chén tam, cai tdm lam chu that tinh luc duc,
khéng d€ cho mudi ba thir tinh cdm pham tuc d6 sai khién.
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17. Pubc chon ly Vlen d6 9 soi sang,

Ngon tam dang ®” choéi rang bon nguyén,
Thién dinh co6 phat, thanh, tién,
Déu do hat giong nhon duyén cdi tran.

(88)

18. Linh hon muon x4c than an tra,
Xéc than can phu miu dudng nudi,
Tham an vi tg dat troi,
Ngon rau tac dét trén doi ning mang.
19. B¢ 1a hitu trong toan vii try,
Con 1y v6 1a tha tuan huon,
Khuyén nguoi hoc hiéu can duon,
Thyc hanh 1y Pao lap truong tu than.

(89)

20. Ly Pao von mudn phan sang to,

Bach Ngoc Kinh mdt ngo di ve.

Do doi nho dao gidc mé,

Pao khong tu ky,®” khong vi c4 nhan.
21. Lap hoi thanh, tinh than cao ca,

Dung nén nhan, cong qua dan day,

Viét Nam lich sir hau lai,®"

Cong phu 16n nho trong ngoai dao tam.
22. Bang Cao Dbai nghin ndm rang 13,

Co1 Duong Bong mudn thud thai binh,

8 Vién do 3®=i%: Puong xa, am chi dudng dai tu hoc dé giai thoat.
8 Tam dang V& Dén 1ong, am chi tri hug.
% Bon nguyén AR Goc va nguon.
¥ Can duon H#&: Can duyén, nguyén nhan sau xa.
% T ky FAS: C6 tinh c4 nhén, riéng tu.
! Héu lai % %: Tuong lai #3K, mai sau.
Hué Khai chu thich. Lé Anh Minh hiéu dinh chir Han.
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Ban on cdy c6 huyén linh,
Cho toan dan chuing trong tinh thuong yéu.

23. Gita canh thau to nhiéu tim su,
Chuc chu hién mét chir thanh cong,
Chu dé tir huong an hong,

Nhé 161 Thay dan hop dong lo tu.

Chu hién de, hién mudi! Cudc 1& sau phﬁn chu tién
chtng chiéu ké nhu da hoan tat vién méan. Tién huynh nghi
vi cudc hdi ngd hom nay, tuy gitta ké ti€n nguoi tuc,
nhung di danh dau quy bau vo cing. Pé ky niém mot
ngay doan vién nén Tién huynh da ludn dam co6 nhiéu khia
canh, dé chu hién mudi, hién dé cling nhu dé¢ tir ghi léy,
suy nghiém lam tai liéu hoc tap trén budc duong tu than
hanh dao. Trudc sy xa than giup doi cua chu d¢ mudi,
Thiéng liéng déu theo doi hd tri, bén canh da co Tién
huynh ctng cac hang tién bdi qua vang dat diu.

(...)

Céc dé tir nén nho, sau khi xa dan, hay dem tat ca 18 vat
trén ban yén tiéc xudng, cit chia dong déu cho toan thé
hién dé, hién mudi dong tho hudng. Nhé ding quén va bo
sot nhitng nguoi co cong lao kho nhoc xa gan dbi véi Cao
Pai Hoi thanh. Néu cua 18 vat it, hiy xit that nho, hoa
chung voi khdi nude 16n dem chia, cing tho am dong déu.
D6 1a phan thuéng an hué cia Thay ciing nhu chu tién
phét khi nay con luu y lai.

Nhing 10i Tién huynh day vira qua, c¢6 nhiéu khuc
chiét, nhiéu khia canh, cin duoc phé bién cho tit ca moi
ngudi xa gan d6i voi Cao Pai Hoi thanh ciing hiéu ma tim
1y dao.

(...
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THI
Canh khuya 101 day cling vira xong,
Chung chi€u dan trung da tron long.
Tur gid ban on chung tat ca,
Tién huynh tré gét lai non bong.
Thang.

Pi kiém duyét:
TUN. DUC DONG PHUGNG CHUGNG QUAN VO VI
CO QUAN HIEP THIEN DAI THONG NHUT.

Bao phap Chon quéan Téng Iy Minh dao
Huynh Chon Hué Luong

B6 phéan Hiép thién dai Co quan Pho thong Gido 1y:
Phdp dan: Huynh Chon; Pong tir: Hoang Mai; Pdc gid:
Hué Chon; Pién ky: Ngoc Kiéu, Bach Tuyét, Diéu Long;
Tw buu ho dan: Diéu Ly, Diéu Hanh; Chung dan: Ban
Thudng vu Co quan Pho thong Gido 1y; Ban Tri sy Cao
bai Hoi thanh; Chuong nghiém Phdp quan: Thién Bao,
Pat Minh; Hau dan: Dé tir Cao Dai Hoi thanh, cac phai
doan veé du 18.
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Minh hoa / Illustrations

1. Ngé Van Chiéu (1878-1932)
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2. Thién nhan - méu v& dau tién & Phu Quéc.
Hang doc trén chir thap: Ngoc hoang Dai thién ton Cao Dai
Tién Ong.
Hang ngang: Ngoc thanh, Thuong thanh, Chon thanh.

God’s Eye — the first drawing made on Phi Quéc island.
(Photo: Pat Linh & Dat Truyén)
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3. Nha ba Ngo Thi Pay ¢ lang Diéu Hoa, tong Thuan Tri,
tinh M§ Tho. Tién bbi Ngbé Vin Chiéu da séng ¢ ddy trong
thoi nién thiéu.

Aunt Ngé Thi Pdy’s house in Piéu Hoa village, Thudn Tri
canton, My  Tho province. Ngo Van Chiéu spent his
childhood there.

4. Cha Phu, Hoa kiéu,
chong ba Ngo Thi Day.
Uncle Phu, the Chinese

husband of Ngo6 Thi Day.

(Photos: Pat Linh & Dat
Truyén)
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b Tl 7. Thu but tién boi Ngd Van Chiéu (12-10-1924)
o i Ngé Van Chiéu’s autograph (12 October 1924)

5. Nha tién bdi Ngoé Vian Chiéu & Long An ngay nay
Ngo Van Chiéu’s house in Long An province today.
(Photo: Hué¢ Nhan)

, , 8. Cao bai Church. (Photo: Hoang Anh Phan Van Hoang)
6. Nha Lam Tan Dtrc & Ha Tién. / Lam Tan Dirc’s house in

Ha Tién province. (Anh tai liéu / Documentary photos)

Hué Khai — 57 58 — NGO VAN CHIEU



9.Lé tangqtién bdi Ngo Vian Chiéu / Chiéu’s funeral.
(Anh tai liéu / Documentary photo)

10. Nghia dia Chiéu Minh / Chiéu Minh cemetery.
(Photo: Pat Linh & Pat Truyén)
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11. Biru thap tién bbi Ngo Vian Chiéu

Ngé Van Chiéu’s three-storied hexagonal tomb.

(Photo: Pat Linh & DPat Truyén)
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NGO VAN CHIEU
THE FIRST CAODAI DISCIPLE

In 1920, Caodai God began initiating His earliest
disciples who contributed to the foundation of a new
religion in Vietnam. The initiation (1920-1926) consisted
of two phases:

- In 1920, God first chose Ng6 Van Chiéu (1878-1932),
who would establish Caodai esotericism.

- In 1925, God initiated the Cao-Pham group, later
called the exoteric group, into the foundation of Caodai
exotericism.

I. NGO VAN CHIEU’S SOCIAL LIFE

The first disciple of Caodai God was Ngo6 Van Chiéu,
commonly known by the religious name Ng6 Minh Chiéu.

1. His childhood

Chiéu was the only child of an honest and poor couple.
His father was Ng6 Van Xuan. His mother, Lam Thi Quy
(1858-1919), also called Lam Thi Tién, was from Binh
Tay district, Chg Lon province. His parents worked at a
rice mill in Binh Tay district.

Chiéu was born on 08 February 1878 in his mother’s
village. However, the birth date on his ID card was 28
February 1878.

He was born in a small house surrounded by a swampy

Hué Khai - 63

area behind a Chinese pagoda dedicated to Quan dé.*?

Built in 1873, also called Chua Ong, the pagoda is now
named Binh An and located at 242 Tran Vin Kleu district
6.

At the age of six, because his parents left for Ha Noi to
make their living, Chiéu was sent to Diéu Hoa village,
Thuan Tri canton, My Tho province. He lived there with

2 Quan dé (Guandi B87) has long been very famous in China,
Vietnam, and other Asian countries. His name was Quan Vi
(Guan Yu B8%) also called Quan Van Truong (Guan Yunchang

BEK), Quan cong (Guangong B8Z4), Quan thanh (Guansheng
B8EE), Quan thanh Pé quan (Guansheng Dijun BBEETEE), Hiép
Thién Pai dé (Xietian Dadi WARAKT), Cai thién CO phat
(Gaitian Gufo X & %), etc.

Living in the Three Kingdoms period of ancient China, Quan
Vii (?-220), Luu Bi (Liu Bei 2lf#, 161-223) and Truong Phi

(Zhang Fei 5k, ?-221) were joined by a solemn oath, sworn in

Truong Phi’s peach orchard, that they would thenceforward live
side by side and die the same day. Long celebrated as one of the
most renowned Chinese heroes, Quan Vii was canonized from
dynasty to dynasty.

In the Caodai pantheon, Quan dé is known as Tam trin Oai
nghiém (Sanzhen Weiyan =$EBLE&, i.e., the Third Governor of

Majesty), representing Confucianism. The rest of the triad are
Nhit tran Oai nghiém Ly Thai Bach (Yizhen Weiyan Li Taibai

—$ERBZAH, ie, Li Taibai the First Governor),
representing Daoism; and Nhi trdn Oai nghiém Quan am
(Erzhen Weiyan Guanyin BlE —$EEE, i.e., the Second
Governor), representing Buddhism.
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his father’s only younger sister, Ng6é Thi Day. Her
Chinese spouse, called Phu, owned a shop selling Chinese
medical herbs and timber. The couple had no children;
therefore, they were willing to take care of their little
nephew and sent him to school at his age of ten.

At the age of twelve, with the help of doc phu st Lé
Cong Xiing (1853-1920), a high-ranking official at the
provincial chief’s palace (Inspection de My Tho), Chiéu
applied for admission to college le Myre de Vilers as a
boarder. Established on 17 January 1879, the college was
originally named collége de My Tho, then college le Myre
de Vilers (14 June 1881), and finally Nguyén Dinh Chiéu
high school (since 1953).

Later, Chiéu attended college Chasseloup-Laubat in
Saigon. Established on 14 November 1874, the college
was changed into lycée Chasseloup-Laubat (1928), then
lycée Jean Jacques Rousseau (1958), and finally Lé Quy
Don high school (since 1966).

At the age of twenty-one he graduated and was awarded
a diploma (diplome d’études primaires supérieures), which
qualified him for the civil service in 1899.

Studying Ngo Van Chiéu’s background, Professor R. B.
Smith (School of Oriental and African Studies, University
of London) remarks on him as follows: “Vietnamese
cultural and religious influence inevitably counted for
much more in his life than his French education.” ®*

2. His life as an official (1899-1931)

The chronological chart below offers a glimpse of Ngo
Van Chiéu’s life as an official:

% R.B. Smith, “An introduction to Caodaism”, BSOAS. University
of London, Vol. XXXIII, Part 2, 1970, p. 338.
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23 March 1899: Working for Service d’Immigration
(Immigration Service) in Saigon, at a salary of 200
piasters.

14 July 1901: Promoted to third-class auxiliary
secretary for Service d’Immigration, at a salary of 250
piasters. (Auxiliary secretaries were classified into three
scales.)

01 January 1903: Transferred to Gouvernement de la
Cochinchine, under the tenure of Governor Frangois Pierre
Rodier. When Chiéu left the Gouvernement (April 1909),
the Acting Governor was Ernest Antoine Outrey.

14 July 1904: Promoted to second-class auxiliary
secretary for Service d’Immigration, at a salary of 300
piasters.

14 July 1908: Promoted to first-class auxiliary secretary
for Service d’Immigration, at a salary of 480 piasters.

01 May 1909: Transferred to Tan An province and
worked at the provincial chief’s palace (Inspection de Téan
An). He took his mother there.

14 July 1910: Promoted to third-class principal
secretary for Inspection de Tan An, at a salary of 540
piasters. (Like auxiliary secretaries, principal secretaries
were classified into three scales.)

01 January 1913: Promoted to second-class principal
secretary for Inspection de Tan An, at a salary of 600
piasters.

01 January 1916: Promoted to first-class principal
secretary for Inspection de Tan An, at a salary of 660
piasters.

01 January 1917: Having passed an administrative
examination, he became a second-class tri huyén (a district
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chief), still working for Inspection de Tan An. (Tri huyén
was classified into two scales.)

15 November 1919: His mother deceased.

01 March 1920: Transferred to Ha Tién province after
the one-hundred-day memorial service for his mother.

14 July 1920: Promoted to first-class tri huyén, at a
salary of about 1,222 piasters.

26 October 1920: Transferred to Phii Qudc island in the
Gulf of Thailand, working there as a district chief.

01 January 1924: Promoted to second-class tri phu, at a
salary of 1,672 piasters. (Like tri huyén, tri phu was
classified into two scales. Tri phil was lower than déc phi
su.)

29 July 1924: Leaving Phii Qudc for Saigon, and
working again for Gouvernement de la Cochinchine under
the tenure of Governor Auguste Tholance. His office (the
second bureau) was in charge of civil affairs like road and
house construction, provision, and pricing, etc.

01 July 1926: Promoted to first-class tri phu, at a salary
of 1,933 piasters.”?

December 1931: Retiring from Gouvernement de la
Cochinchine under the second tenure of Eugene Henri
Eutrope, Acting Governor in the absence of Governor Jean
Félix Krautheimer. He went to Can Tho province for

 On the scales of secretary, tri huyén, tri phi, and dbe phu s,
see: Paulus Cua, Sach quan ché, 1888, tr. 15.

On Ngo6 Van Chiéu’s examinations for administrative
promotion as well as his salaries, see: Co quan Pho théng Giao 1y
DPai dao, Lich sir dao Cao Pai. Vol. 1, Ton gido pub., 2005, p.
352. However, the salaries of second-class tri huyén (1917), and
first-class tri huyén (1920) are illegible from the illustration.
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convalescence.

As a high-ranking official in French Cochinchina, Ng6
Van Chiéu was so humble. Descended from a poor family,
he always showed compassion for the poor and did not
make use of his administrative position to exploit his
countrymen.

The principle of this moral and honest official was Nhut
hao vo pham (i.e., Never steal even one-tenth of a penny.)
Talking with his friends about his high rank, he once
named it “la bolée de riz administrative” — the bowl of
administrative rice.®” This French phrase reflected his
attitude towards his job. Indeed, he did not care the lures
of honours and riches although he was in a position to
enjoy them.

Choosing a secretive and reserved way of life, Ngé Van
Chiéu did not let himself in for political affairs. Also, he
did not allow the French rulers to make him go against his
countrymen. As a low-salaried clerk in Saigon, to support
his parents and his own family, Chi€u gave Chinese
residents private French lessons in the evening; his spouse
cooked some of his co-workers meals every day on
monthly payment.

As a diligent district chief, Ng6 Van Chiéu usually
assisted the poor, especially those who were imprisoned
due to adversity. The more he won people’s hearts, the
more the French rulers felt unsatisfied and suspicious.
That was why, in the report “Le Caodaisme” (Tay Ninh
province, 01 January 1932), inspector Lalaurette had no
hesitation in criticizing Ngo6 Van Chiéu for not
wholeheartedly serving the French colonialism in

% Pong Tan, Lich sit Cao Pai. Vol 1. Saigon, 1967, p. 129.
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Cochinchina. The fact that he was transferred to remote
offices in Ha Tién province and on Phi Qudc island could
be an administrative measure against a civil worker who
displeased the French rulers with his unwillingness to
become a henchman of the colonial government.

3. His married life

When Ngé Van Chiéu was a clerk in Saigon (circa
1903), dbc phu sit Lé Cong Xiing expressed his wish to
choose him as a son-in-law, neglecting their unequal
family backgrounds. Obeying his aunt Ngd Thi Day’s
advice, Chiéu wisely found a good excuse for refusing the
marriage offer. Later, he married Bui Thi Than (1879-
1955), an orphan born in Thanh Tri village and retailer at
My Tho market. During the years he was stationed in
different places away from home, his moral spouse
devotedly took care of their children.

In all, she gave birth to nine children. The two first
daughters were Ngo Thi Ngir (died five days after birth in
My Tho province), and Ngé Thi Hong (born and died in
Saigon at the age of three). The next seven children were
born in Tan An province. The two daughters were Ngo
Thi Yén Ngoc or Loi (born 1904), and Ngo Thi Nguyét
(born 27 May 1906). Following were five sons: Ngé Van
Nhut (born 10 September 1908), Ng6é Van Tinh (born 20
November 1910), Ng6é Tuong Van (born 01 September
1913), Ng6 Thanh Phong (born 15 November 1915), and
Ng6 Khai Minh (born 09 September 1920).

In spite of his honest poverty and large family, his
religious life was not hindered. His spouse’s silent help
was really so considerable. She passed away in Tan An
province on 30 December 1955.

Transferred to Tan An province (1909), Chi€u rented a
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house on a river bank, near Quan thanh pagoda.® His
mother lived there with him but his father lived in Saigon
with the second wife.”” Later, Chiéu paid sixty piasters
for a thatched house on rented land, at 31 Lagrange street,
Binh Lap commune (today 27 Phan Pinh Phung street,
Tan An town, Long An province). Gradually, he had it
rebuilt with a tiled roof.

When Chiéu was transferred to Ha Tién province
(1920), his spouse and children still lived in Tan An
province. Returning to Saigon (1924), he stayed at a hotel
named B4 Hué Lau “® on Pellerin street (today Pasteur),
and then changed his lodging several times.

Throughout his final twelve years away from his
family, Ng6 Van Chiéu led a spouseless life and practising
meditation taught by Caodai God. However, he did not fail
to do his duty for his family: sharing his monthly salary
with his spouse and children, saving money for the repair
of his house in Tan An province.

Ng6 Van Chiéu used to ask some of his poor
neighbours to do very odd jobs and thereafter paid them
highly for their miscellaneous services. This was his subtle
way, 1.e., to conceal his assistance to others skilfully.

As a judge in his own administrative zone, he was

% See footnote 92, p. 64.
7 Lich sir quan phii Ngé Van Chiéu. Saigon: 1962, p. 15.

On 04 September 1946, officials of Lgi Binh Nhon village,
Hung Long canton, Tén An province, certified that Mr Ng6 Van
Xuan had deceased there without death registration. (Co quan
Phd thong Giao 1y, Lich st dao Cao Pai. Vol. 1, p. 53, footnote
15.)

% B4 Hué Lau: Baihua lou BTG4, ie., Hundred flowers
pavillion.
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never involved in bribery. He used to reconcile both the
accuser and the accused in trifling cases so that they could
avoid exploitation by court clerks. Those who were poor,
oppressed, helpless and who had been done unjustices,
would be undoubtedly assisted.

Ng6 Van Chiéu himself investigated the murder of a
peasant at Thai Binh village, Moc Hoa canton, Tan An
province. The criminal, who was the village chief,
colluded with a canton chief to cover up the truth; thus, the
case did not come up for trial during the two previous
district chiefs’ tenure. Thanks to Chiéu’s justice, the
murderer had to plead guilty.

To perform corvée labour, a thief prisoner had to pull a
ceiling fan at Chiéu’s residence. He cried, asking the
district chief to let him return home to hold the funeral of
his father. Feeling compassion for the filial man, Chiéu
gave consent. The prisoner turned himself in after three
days as promised.

A buglar was caught while breaking into Chiéu’s house.
After having kindly but severely advised the buglar of
what was wrong and right and to mend his ways, he gave
him some money and let him go.

He was tolerant towards outsiders but severe with his
children. His teenage children once complained about his
generosity towards outsiders instead to his own offspring.
He calmly explained, “You should not be so demanding
since you all have enough food and clothing. 1 help the
poor to bequeath divine blessings to you all.”

Ng6 Van Chiéu usually reminded his children of the
saying Quan nhat thoi, dan van dai ® (i.e., transitory is a

% Quan nhat thoi, dan van dai: Guan yishi, min wanda B — &,
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mandarin’s tenure, generation after generation the people),
or the saying Thuyén doi ché bén khéng doi (i.e., a boat
can leave but a wharf cannot). He implied that his children
should not depend on their father’s power to do wrong.
Little Ng6 Van Nhut, the fifth child, together with a few
boys once stole watermelons for fun. They all were
arrested. Chiéu ordered the police to let the others go, but
hold his own child until late that evening.

Chiéu was very economical. From Saigon, he sent a
letter dated 12 December 1924 to Ng6 Thi Yén Ngoc and
Ngo6 Thi Nguyét in Tan An province, asking the two
daughters to mend his old clothing. He advised them, “Be
thrifty enough so as not to feel ashamed in life. Wearing
simple clothing, but free from hunger and debts, is a good
lifestyle.” 1%

The above biographical sketch of Ng6 Van Chiéu
shows that he was a good example of human-being right
way in fulfilling his duties towards his family, society, and
countrymen. Choosing a simple lifestyle, this benevolent
official could transcend mediocrities of life.

With a virtuous background, he was in a favourable
condition to step on the path of liberation from samsara.
Yet, he did not follow any faith until the age of forty-three
(1921) when he was under the direct instruction of Caodai
God through evocation s€ances.

Il. CHIEU’S PATH TO CAODAI GOD
1. Attending spirits evoking séances
His religious bent showed early in his childhood. His

RER.
1% Co quan Phé thong Gido 1y, Lich sit dao Cao Pai. Vol. 1, p. 56.
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Chinese uncle in My Tho province built a shelf at home to
worship Quan thanh;'°" therefore, Chiéu gradually got
familiar with everyday incense offer and recitation of a
scripture titled Minh thanh kinh.""® This thin booklet
appeared as one of Daoist morality books ' bestowed by

Quan thanh at a spirit evoking séance during the Qing &
dynasty (China). It has long been popular in Cochinchina

under different titles as well as in various Vietnamese
versions.!®

Besides, the little boy also observed two vegetarian
days every lunar month, on the first and the fifteenth days.
Chiéu did not stop reciting Minh thanh scripture until
1920 when he was on Phtt Qudc island and was instructed
to practise meditation by Caodai God.

Ng6 Van Chiéu trusted in spirit evocation at the age of
twenty-four. Before his initiation into Caodaism, he
attended several séances in various situations.

In 1902, to pray for his mother’s longevity, Ngo6 Van
Chiéu participated in Minh Thién evocation séance held at
Thanh An pagoda in Thit Dau Mt province. An immortal
bestowed him a four-line poem.

In 1917, because of his mother’s serious illness, Ngo
Van Chiéu attended an evocation séance held at Hiép
Minh, Cai Kheé, Can Tho province.(los) When he arrived,

101 See footnote 92, p. 64.
192 Minh thanh kinh: Mingsheng jing BAEEAE.
19 Morality books: thién thu (shanshu BE).

1% On the scripture titled Minh thanh kinh, see: L& Anh Diing,
Quan thanh xwa va nay. Ha Noi: Van hoa - Thong tin pub., 1995.
195 After having controlled Western Cochinchina (1867), French
colonial rulers split An Giang province into six provinces: Bac
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the séance had started and a spirit was preaching through a
medium using a beaked basket. He had to stay outside.
Unexpectedly, the spirit allowed him to enter. Then, he
was granted two divine poems and his mother a
prescription. The first poem, which was a 6-8-word verse,
consisted of fourteen lines. Later, perhaps obeying a
divine command, Ng6 Van Chiéu added four more lines to
turn the poem into a spirit evoking prayer.

Two years later (1919), when his mother got seriously
sick, Chiéu returned to Hi¢p Minh séance once more, but
the spirit bestowed only a long poem, not a prescription.
Then he attended Minh Thién evocation séance in Thu
Dau Mot province and Quan thanh spirit bestowed a four-
line poem, still not a prescription. At the end of the year,
his mother paid her debt to nature.

2. Hearing the name Caodai the first time (1920)

Circa January or February 1920, before his transfer to
Ha Tién province, Ng6 Van Chiéu often held evocation
séances with some Tan An province inhabitants like Poan
Vin Kim (1868-1946), Lé Kién Tho (1868-1946, village
registrar), Nguyén Vian Van (1893-1981, elementary
teacher), Tran Phong Sic (1873-1928, elementary teacher,
playwright, and prolific translator of Chinese novels into
Vietnamese).

During those séances, their tasks were as follows:

- Phdp dan (séance protector): Tran Phong Sac (writing
magic symbols to protect an evocation against evil
powers).

- Pong tir dm (yin medium): L& Kién Tho. Pong tir
duong (yang medium): Nguyeén Van Van. (Together the

Liéu, Can Tho, Chau Péc, Long Xuyén, Sa Béc, and Soc Trang.
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couple held a beaked basket to write words on a table top
surface.)

- Pién ky (jotting-down person): Poan Vin Kim
(jotting down a spirit’s message received through the
couple of mediums holding the beaked basket).

- Doc gia (dictating person): Ngd Van Chi€u (watching
the words written on the table top surface with the beaked
basket and dictating them to the jotting-down person).

During a séance at Ng6 Vian Chiéu’s house, an
immortal descended under the name of Cao Dai Tién
ong.""" He asked Tran Phong Sic to correct a line of the
spirit evoking prayer (Ngii chon biru khi lam tran thé). Sac
was disobedient, so the alternative was Chiéu, whose
correction (Biru chon ngii  khi ldm  tran  thé

BEE R RERE) was praised by the immortal.

Wondering about the immortal’s identity, they asked
who he was and then received the response as follows:
Cao Dai vng hoa theo long chung sanh,
Do ai biet dwoc cai danh Cao Pai.
(Caodai God’s revelation depends
on all beings’ wish,
Guess what Caodai means.)

Variants are often found in spirits evoking prayers
handed down from Chinese Daoist scriptures, one of
which is Van phdp quy tong."®” Quite similar to Chiéu’s
correction is line 9 (Ngoc chon biu khi lam tran thé

1% Cao Pai Tién éng: Gaotai Xianweng B BALE, i.c., Caodai the
Immortal.

17 Van phéap quy tong: Wanfa guizong B£8R, i.e., all doctrines
return to their common ancestor.
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FEEREEM), which can be found in a forty-six line

prayer provided by La Thanh Pam, a customs house clerk,
in his booklet titled Than chu thinh tién (Immortals
evoking incantation), printed by Phat Toan (Saigon 1907,

pp- 3-4).
3. Hearing the name Caodai the second time (1920)

After the one-hundred-day memorial service for his
mother, Ngo Van Chi€éu was transferred to Ha Tién
province. There, he used to ascend to Thach Dong
mountain to evoke spirits. A lady immortal named Ngo
Kim Lién sent him two spirit messages in verse advising
him to begin a religious life.

Together with Cao Vin Su and Nguyén Thanh Diéu, on
Sunday night 26 September 1920 (mid-autumn), Ngé Van
Chiéu held a séance at Lam Tan DPuc’s house. Then,
Caodai God bestowed them a four-line poem including
their given names.

Childless Lam Tan Puc (1866-1934, style Huru Lan)
was eldqr brothe’r of Lam Tan Thoai, who was father of
bong HO6 Lam Tan Phac (1906-1969), a famous poet from
Ha Tién province.

4. Studying meditation (1921)

Ngb Vin Chiéu left Ha Tién province for Phu Qudc
island on Tuesday 26 October 1920.

On this island, he usually held séances on Duong Dong
mountain, at a Minh Su priests’ pagoda named Quan Am
(%) about half a kilometre from his residence.

% Minh Su: Mingshi BAEW. Quan Am: Guanyin BE, ie.
Avalokitesvara.
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Pagodas of Minh Su are called Phdt duwong.'"”

Ignoring this, in their reports, French colonials’ secret
agents and inspectors often referred Minh Su as dao Phat
duong. Quan Am pagoda belonged to a Minh Su sect

named Hoang T&.!''?”

During a séance at the end of 1920, a hidden-named
immortal descended, asking Ng6 Van Chiéu to become his
disciple. The spirit also advised him to stop reciting Minh
thanh scripture. Until then, Chiéu still kept two vegetarian
days a month. Therefore, when the immortal told him to
have ten vegetarian days a month in order to practise
meditation, he was reluctant for fear that his social
position might keep him from observing vegetarianism.

On the first day of the new lunar year (Tuesday 08
February 1921), at Quan Am pagoda, he had no chance to
express his worry because the immortal commanded,
“Chiéu, perpetually follow vegetarianism for three years!”
He could say nothing but begged for his spiritual master’s
assistance.

Members of Caodai Chiéu Minh, who follow Ngé Vin
Chiéu’s meditation method, have chosen the first day of
each new lunar year to celebrate his commencing
perpetual vegetarianism for meditation practice.

The other three anniversaries are as follows:
- The seventh of the first lunar month (his birthday).
- The fifth of the third lunar month (in commemoration

109 phat duong: Fotang ##E, i.e., Buddha’s hall.

"% Quan Am pagoda: also called Quan Am Phat duong B F b E,
i.e., Guanyin Fotang.

Toéng Hoang Té: Hongji zong ShAR5R.
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of his first spirit message given at a Can Tho séance while
still physically staying in Saigon).''?

- The thirteenth of the third lunar month (his decease).

After that new year day, Ng6 Van Chi€u was initiated
into the hidden-named immortal’s meditation method. As
a beginner on the esoteric path, besides the invisible
master’s instructions, he was helped by Thai 130 su Tung
Ngac, a Minh Su high-ranking dignitary, who was also an
expert in meditation practice.

During a séance at Minh Duc meditation house (Viing
Tau city) on Thursday 13 March 1980, this event was
confirmed by Great immortal Ng6 Minh Chiéu as follows:
“Caodai God chose me as His first disciple. Depending on
my background, social life, and age, Heavenly Father sent
a friend to assist me in meditation practice. The method
has been handed down since time immemorial but it is
now modernized and called Caodai new meditation. It
provided liberation from samsara for me, the first Caodai
God’s disciple in the Third Universal Salvation.”

Two years later, also at Minh Plrc meditation house, on
Friday 23 July 1982, a spirit named Minh Dtrc Pao nhon
brought the fact to light, “Due to invisible master, a
physical helper is still required. For instance, in the
earliest days of Caodaism, God also needed Thai ldo su
Tung Ngac, who helped Great immortal Minh Chiéu with
meditation techniques during His lifetime.”

5. The God Eye’s appearance (20 April 1921)

The hidden-named immortal advised Ngoé Van Chiéu
not to reveal anything about his meditation practice. He
did not know any specific ritual devoted to his spiritual

" See His attainment to Dao, p. 90.
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master. One day, the immortal ordered him to devise a
sacred symbol for the new faith. Chiéu first suggested a
CTOsS.

The Book of Change (the Great Commentary, part I)
has this line: —f&—F% 25818 (One yin and one yang are
called Dao.) To symbolize the conception of Dao in the
way of harmonious combination of yin and yang, the

oriental mystics have traditionally adopted a cross. The
horizontal stroke stands for yin; the vertical, yang.

However, the immortal asked Chiéu to think of another
symbol because the cross is an emblem of Catholicism. He
asked his master for a one-week delay, but he could not
conceive anything at all.

On Wednesday morning 20 April 1920 (the thirteenth
of the third lunar month), around 8.00 a.m., sitting in his
hammock slung at the rear of his residence and looking at
the open sea, suddenly he caught sight of a large lifelike
left eye which was encircled by radiant beams in the sky
and full of splendour.

Frightened by such a vision, he hid his eyes in his
hands. After a while, he lowered his hands and still saw
the same sight. Then, he joined his hands praying for the
immortal to make the eye disappear if he was ordered to
worship it. Strange enough, thereafter, its brightness
waned gradually and finally faded away.

But, in his heart, he still had some hesitation. As a
result, the same eye came to sight again some days later
and it would not disappear until he prayed and promised to
worship it.

6. Hearing the name Caodai the third time (April
1921)
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A few days after the second happening of the Divine
Eye, Ngb Van Chiéu attended an evocation séance at Quan
Am pagoda. The immortal instructed him to draw what he
had seen for worship.

On this occasion, the immortal revealed his great name
Cao Dai Tién éng Pai bo tat Ma ha tat, i.e., Caodai the
Immortal Mahabodhisattva Mahasattva,"''? and ordered
Chiéu to address Him as Thdy (Master).

Chiéu heard the name Caodai twice in Tan An and Ha
Tién provinces (1920). Furthermore, the term Caodai was
mentioned whenever he recited the spirit evoking prayer in
Sino-Vietnamese, a line of which was Cao Pai tién but

thu van ty BEAIZFEEXF (The Caodai immortal pen
writes sacred words).

Using Au hoc Quynh Lam ''® to learn Chinese, the
Cochinchinese were familiar with the term Caodai.

Originally compiled by Cheng Dengji 2% & under the
Ming BA dynasty (1308-1644), the book was supplemented

by Zou Shengmai $PEEAR under the Qing & dynasty
(1644-1911),

Quynh (qiong ) is a kind of red jade. Quynh Lam
(Qionglin ##K, i.e., jade forest) was the garden where the

Song R emperors held banquets in honour of new tién

"2 Cao Dai Tién 6ng Pai bd tat Ma ha tat: Gaotai Xianweng
Dapusa Mahesa @ ZA\L$H K EEREFRE.
"3 Au hoc Quynh Lam: Youxue Qionglin $hZBIEM, ie., Jade

forest of childhood learning.
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si."'"" The author implied that the children using his
textbook would become tién si and attend the royal
banquet at the Quynh Lam garden.

In the autumn of 1912, a Shanghai ¥ book

distributor named Quang fch thu cuc ¥ released Au hoc

Quynh Lam onto the market. The book (about 15x26cm)
was a lithographic edition by Thién Bao bookstore,'? in
four volumes. Of the twelve chapters of the second
volume, the chapter Than thé,"'” page 21, had a
supplemented sentence that reads, Cao dai viét ddu
(Caodai is the head).""'® Its annotation reads, [Phdt kinh]
Pau vi cao dai (In Buddhist scriptures the head is called
Caodai).!"?

7. The significance of the séance at Quan Am
pagoda

Ng6 Van Chi€u heard the name Caodai the Immortal
Mahabodhisattva Mahasattva at the April 1920 séance at
Quan Am pagoda. The séance, therefore, is very
significant because it established indispensable elements
of a religion. In other words, the séance helped to confirm
that Caodaism as a latent religion was shaped right in 1921

"4 Tién st: jinshi ¥, i.e., successful scholars who just passed an
advanced civil service examination.

"> Quang ich thu cuc: Guangyi Shuju BZER.

"% Thién Bao: Tianbao RE.

"7 Than thé: shenti 588, i.c., body.

"8 Cao dai viét ddu: Gaotai yue tou &2 F15B.

9 [Phat kinh] Pau vi cao dai: [Fojing] Tou wei gaotai [##&]
BASE.
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with initial elements as follows:

- Founder (spiritual): God, under the name of Caodai
the Immortal Mahabodhisattva Mahasattva.

- First disciple: Ngd Van Chiéu.

- Doctrine: esoteric teaching or meditation method, also
called Caodai new meditation (tdn phap Cao Dai).

- Holy icon: the God’s Eye.

- Philosophy: the name Caodai the Immortal Maha-
bodhisattva Mahasattva presents the syncretism of
Confucianism (Caodai), Daoism (Immortal), and
Buddhism (Mahabodhisattva Mahasattva).

- Literature: Some prayers recited before the altar four
times a day."'*”

Thus, several important events occurred at Quan Am
pagoda. It was built by Huynh Pang Khoa " and P
Minh Chau (also called Ca Bén). The latter handed it
down to his son P4 Kim Cu, who later passed it down to
D Vin D) (also called Tam Gia).

Due to his abnormal temperament, Pd Vin Db
disturbed some evocation séances. Hence, after half a year
at Quan Am pagoda, Ngo Vin Chiéu moved to Sung
Hung pagoda owned by Buddhist monk Thich Ngd Tién
(1885-1946), about 200 metres from Quan Am pagoda.

Lacking care, Quan Am pagoda gradually fell into ruin.
In order to preserve a historical vestige of the Caodai
earliest days, in 1961 some Caodai Chiéu Minh followers

12016 Anh Diing, Lich sit dao Cao Pai thoi ky tiém dn 1920-1926.
Hué : Thuén hoa pub., 1996, p. 72.

2! Huynh Kim Chung (?-1939) was a Minh Su priest whose
religious name was Huynh Pang Khoa.
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built a temple named Cao Pai Hoi thanh (Caodai church)
on the old foundation of Quan Am pagoda.’'*?

8. Three years under Caodai God’s instruction
(1921-1924)

On Pha Qudc island, during the three years under
Caodai God’s instruction, Ng6 Van Chiéu devoted himself
to meditation.

In mid 1924 he was transferred to Saigon. Caodai God
bestowed a twenty-line poem in praise of His first disciple,
for example:

In three years long, faithfully following Me,

Despite innumerous difficulties,

You have practised meditation perfectly.

Now that Your Master has awarded good marks for

your deep merit,

In the future you will ride a dragon back to the
origin.

9. A hermit life in Saigon

Leaving Phu Qudc island on Tuesday 29 July 1924,
Ngo6 Van Chiéu arrived in Saigon the following day. His
family was still in Tan An province. First, he stayed at Ba
Hué Lau hotel on Pellerin street (today Pasteur street),
then changed his lodging several times. Once, he moved to
Paul Bert street (today Tran Quang Khai street, Dakao,

'22 The old foundation was discovered in 1960 by Nguyén Minh
Truyén, member of a Chiéu Minh séance named Long Hoa,
located at 113 Bui Vién street, district 1, Saigon, not far from Co
quan Phé théng Giao 1y (the Organ for Universalizing Caodai
Teaching). After fulfilling legal formalities of transferring her
land-ownership, Huynh Kim Chung’s daughter (named Huynh
Thi Kinh) voluntarily donated the land to Chiéu Minh followers.
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district 1); then, to Espagne street (today Lé Thanh Ton
street), near Bén Thanh market. His lodging was on the
first floor, and a dental surgery was on the ground floor. In
1928, his last lodging in Saigon was at 110 Bonard
boulevard (today Lé Loi boulevard). He stayed on the

second floor and a Chinese resident (from Hainan #&F8

island) ran a grocery on the ground floor."'*”

He had good relationship with a few Minh Su priests on
Pht Quoc island. While living in Saigon, he used to visit a
Chinese pagoda named Ngoc Hoang dién (Yuhuang dian

EER), originally owned by a Minh Su priest.*

Besides, he led a hermit life in Saigon.

At the beginning of February 1926, Caodai God
instructed Ngo6 Van Chiéu to start introducing the new
faith. First, he helped the following four civil service
employees:

- Vuwong Quan Ky (1880-1939), from Chg Loén
province, graduating from collége Chasseloup-Laubat,
working for the second bureau at Gouvernement de la
Cochinchine (the same bureau as Chi€u, in charge of

12 Co quan Phé thong Giao 1y, Lich sir dao Cao Pai. Vol. 1, p.
355.

"2 In 1863, under the reign of king Tu Dirc, the fifteenth patriarch
of Minh Su left China for Vietnam. He set up a pagoda named
Quang Té Phat duong (Guangji Fotang BEEBE) in Ha Tién
province. Among contributors to the pagoda building was Ngo
Cam Tuyén (who later became a top-ranking dignitary, religious
name Ngo Pao Chuong). Priest Ngo set up Ngoc Hoang dién
(Yuhuang dian) in Dakao (1905). Then, running short of money,
he sold the unfinished pagoda. Since 1982, the pagoda has been
named Phudéc Hai ty, belonging to Vietnam Buddhist
Association, located at 73 Mai Thi Luu street, Pa Kao, district 1.
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commercial affairs).

- Boan Van Ban (1876-1941), from Bién Hoa province,
principal of Cau Kho elementary school (district 1).

- Nguyén Vin Hoai, a high-ranking clerk, working at a
court of justice in Saigon.

- V4 Van Sang, a high-ranking clerk in Saigon.
lI. NGO VAN CHIEU AND THE CAO-PHAM GROUP

A year after Ng6 Van Chiéu’s return to Saigon a group
of civil service employees, whose native province was Tay
Ninh, started practising table turning to communicate with
spirits as instructed in French books of Spiritism."'> A
district chief gave an account of the wide influence of the
spiritist movement in Cochinchina during the years 1924-
1925 and the fact was recorded in the report “Le
Caodaisme” (dated 01 January 1932) by Lalaurette,
Inspector of political and administrative affairs.'*®

1. The table-turning group on Arras street

Originally, the table-turning group on Hang Dua
(Arras) street consisted of four people:

- Cao Quynh Cu (1888-1929) and his spouse Nguyén
Thi Hiéu (or Huong Hiéu, 1887-1971). A clerk working
for Saigon Railway Office, Cu rented a house at 134
Bourdais street (today Calmette street, district 1).

- Cao Hoai Sang (1901-1971), a clerk for Saigon
Customs Office, rented a house on Arras street, separated

123 Table turning: also called table tipping; or la table tournante, la
table frappée (in French).

126 “Une véritable vague de spiritisme sévissait en 1924-1925 dans
toute la Cochinchine.” (L& Anh Diing, Lich sir dao Cao Pai thoi
ky tiém dan 1920-1926. Hué: Thuan hoa pub., 1996, p. 43.)
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from Pham Céng Tac’s by one house.''?”

- Pham Céng Tic (1890-1959), a clerk working for
Saigon Customs Office.

A chronological sketch of the Cao-Pham group’s table-
turning practice:

Friday 24 July 1925: Cao Quynh Cu together with
Pham Cong Tac came over Cao Hoai Sang’s house to
practise table turning, but in vain.

Sunday 26 July 1925: They could contact a spirit named
Cao Quynh Tuan (1844-1896), who was Cu’s father. The
group practised table turning every night.

Friday 28 August 1925: At Cu’s house, they contacted
God in the name of AAA, the first three letters of the
Vietnamese alphabet.

Derived from Alpha or a (the first letter of the Greek
alphabet), letter A represents the origin of the universe

which is named Thai cuc (Taiji AHR), symbolized with
@. Théi cuc split into yin and yang. Letters A and A are
variants of A, compared to yin and yang. The sign ¥ above
A resembles the black part @ or yin; the sign » above A
resembles the white part A or yang of the ancient symbol

@. In other words, AAA represents Thai cuc and yinyang.
Like Thai cuc, hence, AAA represents an impersonal God.

Mid-September 1925: The Cao-Pham group started
using a beaked basket for evocation as handed down by
Daoists.

Tuesday 15 December 1925: Cao Quynh Cu, Pham

'*" The foundations of their two houses might be the present
location of Co quan Pho thong Gido ly (at 171B Cong Quynh
street, district 1).
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Cong Tic, and Cao Hoai Sang heard the name Caodai the
first time when the spirit AAA commanded them to kneel
outdoors the following night (the first of the eleventh lunar
month). Then, as instructed by the spirit, each man held
three incense sticks in his clasped hands, looked up to the
sky, and prayed to Caodai God for granting them divine
blessings to change for the better. They became Caodai
disciples on 16 December 1925.

Monday 11 January 1926: L& Van Trung (1876-1934)
attended a séance at Cao Quynh Cu’s house (134 Bourdais
street). He had a four-line poem bestowed by Caodai God.

Monday 18 January 1926: Obeying Caodai God’s
command, the Cao-Pham group held a séance at Lé Van
Trung’s house (at Quai Testard street, today Chau Vian
Liém street, district 5). Caodai God descended, and
initiated Trung into the new faith.

2. The Cao-Pham group joining Ng6 Van Chiéu

Circa the end of January 1926, Caodai God instructed
the Cao-Pham group to join Ngo6 Van Chi€u in order to
found Caodaism, and Chiéu was their Eldest Brother.

Chiéu helped the group with the worshiping ceremony:
the holy icon (God’s Eye), altar arrangement, daily
prayers, etc. When holding a séance, Chiéu was the
protector, Cu and Téc were the pair of mediums, Huong
Hiéu was in charge of jotting down the message.

Friday 12 February 1926, in Saigon, on new lunar
year’s eve, Ngd Van Chiéu together with his brethren paid
a visit to each of their houses. In turn, they dropped by Vo
Vin Sang (Cau Mudi, district 1), Cao Quynh Cu, Vuong
Quan Ky (80 Lagrandiere street, today Ly Tu Trong,
district 1), Lé Vin Giang (85 Lagrandiére street), Nguyén
Trung Hau (Dakao, district 1), Nguyén Vin Hoai, Pham
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Cong Tiac, Poan Vin Ban (42 Général Leman street, today
Cao Ba Nha street, district 1), Nguyén Hitu Pac (100 Luc
Tinh street, today Hung Vuong street, district 6),*¥ Ly
Trong Quy. In the end, they reached Lé Van Trung’s
house in time to celebrate the new lunar year.

Ngb6 Van Chiéu and the pair of mediums (Pham Cong
Téc, Cao Quynh Cu) held a séance at each home. Caodai
God bestowed a four-line poem on each house owner,
encouraging everyone to try his best to develop the new
faith.

The traditional Tét festival ended. On Saturday 20
February 1926 (the ninth of the first lunar month), they
held a midnight séance at Vuong Quan Ky’s home.
Caodai God bestowed a four-line poem.

Then, Ngé Van Chiéu begged the Master for a poem
containing the given names of all the disciples present at
the séance. In turn, the Master included His disciples’
names in the second four-line poem as follows:

Chiéu, Ky, Trung, Hoai (line 1);
Ban, Sang, Quy, Giang (line 2);
Hau, Puc, Tac, Cu (line 3).

In fact, the poem mentioned twelve names, but the
name Sang might refer to both Cao Hoai Sang and Vo Van
Sang. In other words, there were then thirteen Caodaists
and Ngo Van Chiéu was the Eldest Brother, whose name
was mentioned first of all.

Stipulated by Caodai legislation, the head of the Church
in the administrative aspect is gido tong (pope), who is

128 Nguyén Hitu Dic was a friend of the Cao-Pham group. Later,
he became a follower of a faith named Minh Ly (with
headquarters on Cao Thang street, district 3).
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explained as the eldest brother. All disciples are brothers
and sisters. Caodai God is the Father or Master.

3. Ng6 Van Chiéu’s separation from the exoteric
group

When the exoteric group (previoulsy called the Cao-
Pham group) contacted Ngé Van Chi€u at the end of
January 1926, the latter was practising esotericism under
the instruction of Caodai God. Therefore, he was not
involved in the Cao-Pham group’s exoteric activities. That
was why at a new lunar year’s eve séance (12 February
1926), Caodai God asked L& Van Trung, Vuong Quan Ky,
and Nguyén Vin Hoai to carry on missionary work on
behalf of their eldest brother Ng6é Van Chiéu.

Every Saturday, Ng6 Van Chiéu held a vegetarian party
at his lodging (110 Bonard boulevard, Saigon) to treat his
brethren who replaced him to disseminate the new faith.
Also, he paid for some brothers’ new do dai (traditional
costume) to help them have neat appearance in their
missionary duty.'*

About three months after Chi€u’s union with the
exoteric group, there happened important events in
preparation for the Caodai Church establishment. Three
events related to Ngo Van Chiéu were as follows:

- April 1926: Caodai God instructed Lé Van Trung, Cao
Quynh Cu, and Pham Céng Téc to inform Ngoé Van Chiéu
about having a papal robe made for him (a white one
embroidered with the eight hexagrams). Huong Hiéu
made the robe according to the design drawn by Caodai
God. When the robe was finished, the group would hold a

12 Lich sir quan phit Ngé Vin Chiéu. Saigon: 1962, p. 41.
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séance and God would instruct where to fix each
hexagram on the robe.

- Sunday 18 April 1926: Caodai God instructed Huong
Hiéu to make a papal hat (white, 33.30cm high). The
following day, she presented Caodai God the first replica
papal hat made of paper.

- Thursday 22 April 1926: At Cao Quynh Cu’s home,
when presenting Caodai God the second replica papal hat,
Huong Hiéu was rather in a hurry. God taught her, “Well
done! But what’s the rush? No one wears it!”

Did God prophesy that Ng6 Van Chiéu would refuse
the papacy? Indeed, at that time Chiéu decided to detach
himself from the exoteric group. Pursuing a hermit life for
six years, he devoted himself to meditation to lay a solid
foundation of Caodai esotericism.

Fifty-four years after that séance, on Thursday 13
March 1980, at Minh Puc meditation house in Viing Tau,
Great immortal Ng6 Minh Chiéu explained his refusal:
“But I was sorry I had not achieved internal elixir " yet;
then I dared not accept the papacy our Merciful Father
bestowed on me (...).”

Ng6 Van Chi€u refused the papacy on Saturday 24
April 1926. He also refunded Huong Hi€u the money she
had spent on the papal robe and hat.

Despite his refusal, Ngo6 Van Chiéu is still respected as
the First Caodai Pope.

30 Internal elixir (n6i don dai dwoc RFFKEE neidan dayao) is a
Daoist metaphor for the final stage of meditation practice when a

successful practitioner has attained to Dao (dic dao 1BiE
dedao).
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IV. HIS LAST SIX YEARS (1927-1932)

Those who chose esotericism gradually gathered
around Ng6é Minh Chiéu in order to practise meditation
under his instruction. A group of followers from Can Tho
province set up Chiéu Minh séance there. Chiéu Minh
gradually turned into an esoteric branch of Caodaism.
They established Chiéu Minh cemetery in Can Tho in May
1927.

1. His first visit to Bokor mountain

In June 1928, obeying Caodai God’s instruction, Ngo
Van Chiéu asked for a six-month leave and paid a visit to
Bokor mountain (Cambodia)."*" Accompanied by about
thirty followers, he departed on Wednesday 13 June 1928.

A period of time after returning to Saigon office, Chiéu
and a group of his followers travelled to six of
Cochinchinese provinces. First, they visited Go Cong, My
Tho, Bén Tre; then, Can Tho, So6c Trang, and Bac Liéu.

2. His attainment to Dao

On Thursday 03 April 1930, at noon, Ng6 Van Chiéu
was physically staying at home (110 Bonard street,
Saigon), but his spirit and an immortal named Van Trung

Tu co-bestowed a poem at Hi¢p Minh seance (Cai Khé,
Can Tho province).

This event proved that he had attained Dao in his
lifetime. His followers annually celebrate his attainment to
Dao on the fifth of the third lunar month.

3. His second visit to Bokor mountain
In December 1932, Ngbé Van Chiéu retired, left for Can

31 Bokor (or Ta Lon, Tra Lon in Vietnamese) is 1,080 metres
high, in Kampot province (or Can Gigt in Vietnamese).
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Tho province, where he stayed at the house of a follower
named Ly Trong Quy, at 39 Nguyén An Ninh street.

On Wednesday 30 March 1932, he paid a second visit
to Bokor mountain. Knowing his intention to pass away
there, the accompanying followers persistently begged
him to return to Can Tho.

He arrived in Can Tho on Sunday 10 April 1932 and
stayed there until the day he departed this life. He was not
willing to dwell in any of the followers’ houses that time;
thus, they put up a thatched hut (thdo lw) not far from
Chiéu Minh cemetery, about three kilometres from the city
of Can Tho.

4. Liberation from body

On Monday morning (18 April 1932), Ng6 Van Chiéu
asked his followers to prepare a car for his returning home
in Tan An province. After the noon meditation session a
medium named L& Van Ngung (1905-1948) carried him
on his back to the car.

He sat alone in the back seat. Besides Lé Van Ngung
and some followers was his fifth daughter (Ng6 Thi
Nguy¢t). During the trip, his complexion gradually turned
into saffron colour.

Leaving Can Tho ferry, they went to Vinh Long
province and got on board the My Thuan ferry. While the
ferry was crossing the Tién Giang river (a branch of the
Mekong river, or Ciru Long in Vietnamese, i.e., nine
dragons), near midstream, Chiéu quietly left his body at
around 3 p.m. His liberation from body in this way tacitly
confirmed what Caodai God taught him in mid 1924:

Now that Your Master has awarded good marks for
your deep merit,
In the future you will ride a dragon back to the
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origin.

As requested by his followers, the ferry returned to the
port of departure. On the way back to thdo lw (thatched
hut), his saffron complexion changed into normal one, and
his left eye (yang) still remained lively open while the
other one (yin) was tightly closed.

The holy icon of Caodaism is an open left eye — the
God’s Eye (Thién nhan). Like the case of Ng6 Van Chiéu,
for successful Caodai meditators, the open left eye on
departing this life is a mystic proof of their attainment to
Dao (ddc dao).

5. Funeral

At thédo lw (thatched hut), Chiéu Minh followers found
Chiéu’s last message in an envelope:

That’s all! Be consistent, my brethren.
Our Master never forgets me.

I am everlasting. Don’t be wordy.
Respectfully yours.

Chiéu, the poor priest.

22 August 31.

Enclosed was one hundred piasters for his funeral
expense. The followers were recommended not to spend
more than that sum, and not to accept any offerings.

Obeying his last will, the followers themselves sat the
corpse sitting in meditation position in a hexagonal coffin,
0.80 metres in diameter, 1.20 metres high.

They pushed the hearse to Chiéu Minh cemetery, about
200 metres from thado lw. The hexagonal coffin was placed
on a built platform, then enclosed with bricks. Finally, the
tomb was built in the shape of a three-storied hexagonal
tower.
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It was a very simple funeral, without music and prayers.
During his life-time, Ng6 Van Chiéu said that he prayed
for himself every day, that he knew who he was and where
he would go after leaving his corporeal body; therefore, it
was unnecessary to recite prayers for his soul’s salvation.

From near and far, thousands of people poured into Can
Tho province. Besides the followers, lots of attendants
were in his mourning. His funeral was in the news.

According to a message received at a séance held on
Friday 03 August 1934 at thdo l (thatched hut, Can Tho
province), Great immortal Ng6é Minh Chiéu is the Second
Divine Person.*?

132 The Second Divine Person (Ngdi Hai) is like the concept of the
Trinity in Christianity. In other words, the First Divine Person
(Ngoi Mot) is Caodai God, who is also Father or Master in
Caodaism.

94 — NGO VAN CHIEU



Thu tich / Bibliography

Cao Dai Chiéu Minh, Lich sit quan phit Ngé Vin Chiéu. Sai
Gon: 1962.

Co quan Pho théng Gido 1y Pai dao, Lich sir dao Cao Pai.
Quyén 1, Nxb Tén giao, 2005.

Commission francgaise du Guide des Sources de 1’Histoire
des Nations. Sources de [’Histoire de ['Asie et de
[’Océanie dans les Archives et Bibliotheques francaises.
Part I: Archives. [Ouvrage préparé avec 1’aide et sous les
auspices de 1’Unesco.] Miinchen: K.G. Saur, 1981, pp.
538-539.

bong Ho, “Tham ddo Phii Quéc”, Nam Phong tap chi. S6
124, nam 1927.

DPong Tan, Lich sir Cao Pai. Quyén 1. Sai Gon, 1967.

Duong Kinh Quéc, Viet Nam nhitng suw kién lich su 1858-
1918. Ha Noi: Nxb Giao duc, 1999.

L& Anh Ding, Lich sur dao Cao Dai thoi ky tiem an 1920-
1926. Hué: Nxb Thuén hoéa, 1996.

Lé Anh Diing, Quan thanh xwa va nay. Ha N§i: Nxb Vian
hoa - Thong tin, 1995.

Nguyén Pinh Pau, “Gido duc dudi triéu Nguyén va dudi
thoi Phdp (1698-1955)”, trong Dja chi van héa thanh phéd
[Sai Gon], tap II: Van hoc — Bdo chi — Gido duc. 1998.

Nguyén Thé Anh, Viét Nam duéi thoi Phdp dé hé. Sai Gon:
Trung tam San xuat Hoc liéu B6 Van hoa Gido duc va
Thanh nién, 1974.

Paulus Cuia, Sdch quan ché. Sai Gon: Ban in nha nudc, 1888.

R.B. Smith, “An introduction to Caodaism”, BSOAS.
University of London, Vol. XXXIII, Part 2, 1970.

Vuong Hong Sén, Hon nira doi hu. Nxb Tp.[Sai Gon], 1992.

Hué Khai — 95

HUE KHAL. Thé danh Lé Anh Diing. Chao doi tai Cho Méi,
An Giang. Thanh vién Co quan Phd thong Gido 1y Pai dao.
Day hoc. Viét bao. Nghién ctru ton gido. But danh: DG Lan LE
ANH DUNG, NGHE DU LAN, LE KHANG THIN...

DA IN
Dich & chu giai sach giao khoa:
A WEEKEND AWAY (1990) « A WEEK BY THE SEA (1990) e
HUGNG DAN HOC ENGLISH 6 (1994)

Dich & bién khado:

GIAO DUC VA PHAT TRIEN (dich chung, 1992) e GIAI MA
TRUYEN TAY DU (1993, in lai nhiéu 1an) ¢« CON PUONG TAM
GIAO VIET NAM (1994) « QUAN THANH XUA VA NAY (1995)
 NUI CAO BIEN RONG (dich, 1995)  TIM HIEU KINH CUNG
TU THOI (1995) o LICH SU DAO CAO PAI THOI KY TIEM AN
1920-1926 (1996) « BONG MAT YEU THUGNG (dich, 1998,
in lai nhiéu 1an) ¢ CHA VA CON (viét & dich, 1999, in lai nhiéu
lan) ¢ ME VA CON (viét & dich, 1999, in lai nhiéu ldn) ¢ THAY
VA TRO (viét & dich, 1999, in lai nhiéu lan) ¢ GOI LAl CHO
DOl (dich, 2000) « TAM LY NGUGI VIET NAM NHIN TU NHIEU
GOC PO (viét chung, 2000) « THAY TRO TRUONG TOI (dich
M. Cartwright, 2000) « DUNG TRUGC BANG (dich LouAnne
Johnson, 2001) « NGUYEN HIEN LE - CON NGUOI VA TAC
PHAM (viét chung, 2003)

HUE KHAI VAN TAP (&n téng)
DAT NAM KY TIEN BE VAN HOA MO PAO CAO PAI
(Cochinchina as a cultural precondition for the foundation of
Caodaism, 2008) ¢ NGO VAN CHIEU - NGU'O'l MON PE CAO
DAI DAU TIEN (Ngo Van Chiéu — the first Caodai disciple,
2008)
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